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Iraq  captive  describes  harrowing  ordeal 


:d  Since  1877 


By  William  H.  Perkins  Jr. 

Editor 


"I'm  just  an  ordinaty  guy  from  a  small 
town  in  Mississippi,"  Thomas  Hamill  told 
the  audience  gathered  to  hear  him  speak  last 
month  at  Morrison  Heights  Church,  Clinton. 

While  he  may  consider  himself  an  "ordi- 
naiy  guy,"  his  story  of  captivity  and  escape 
in  Iraq  is  anything  but  ordinary.  Hired  to 
drive  large  fuel  supply  trucks  for  a  civilian 
contractor,  Hamill  round  himself  in  the  mid¬ 
dle  of  a  convoy  ambush  on  April  9,  2004. 

"It  was  like  running  through  a  gaunt¬ 
let  five  miles  long,"  said  the  former  dairy 
farmer  who  attends  Calvary  Church  in 
Macon.  "1  was  sending  a  message  on  the 
computer  when  a  bullet  came  through 
the  door  and  hit  me  in  the  forearm." 

Forced  to  abandon  his  flaming  truck, 
Hamill  misSed  bv  seconds  the  last 
Humvee  military  vehicle  leaving  the  scene 
of  the  ambush.  ''I  tried  to  crawl  away^'^  he 
said,  but  he  was  soon  discov'ered  by  Iraqi 
militants  who  beat  him  with  rifle  butts 
before  thro^ving  him  into  a  automobile 
and  speeding  away  from  the  ambush  site. 

A  short  time  later,  the  automobile 
stofipcd  to  allow  an  Australian  television 
crew  to  shoot  the  now-famous  video 
footage  of  Hamill  in  the  back  seat,  cradling 
his  badly  injured  arm  and  identifying  him¬ 
self  while  tne  militants  trained  their  auto¬ 
matic  rifles  on  him.  After  a  few  seconds,  the 
militants  sped  away  with  their  prisoner. 

Hamill  said  he  received  medical  treat¬ 
ment  for  his  arm  and  was  frequently 
moved  from  place  to  place  by  three  captors 
he  nicknamed  Larry,  Curly,  and  Moe,  after 
The  'Three  Stooges  characters.  He  even 
escaped  once  while  Jiis  captors  were 
absent,  but  was  forced  to  turn  back. 

Hamill  admitted  that  his  church  atten¬ 
dance  had  been  irregular  before  leaving 
for  Iraq,  but  he  said  he  was  alwavs  a 
believer.  "I  was  never  discouraged,’'  he 
said.  "I  thought,  'It's  vour  will,  God.  If  I 
die  today.  I'm  a  saved  man.'" 
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TALE  OF  ESCAPE  —  Former  Iraq  hostage  Thomas  Hamill  (seated,  left)  signs  his 
book.  Escape  From  Iraq:  The  Thomas  Hamill  Story,  for  Linda  Williams,  a  member  of 
Morrison  HeightsXhurch,  *Glintori,  ^ter  Hamill  spoke  at  the  church  in  May.  Seated 
next  to  Hamill  is  co-author  Paul  Brown.  (BR  photo  by  William  H.  Perkins  jr.) 


Miss.  CP  dips  in  May 


SBC  CP  down  for  month 


Gifts  to  the  work  of  the  Lord  through  the  Mississippi  Cooperative  Program 
(CP)  dropped  in  May  compared  to  the  previous  month  but  showed  an 
increase  over  the  same  period  in  2004,  according  to  Jim  Futral,  executive 
director-treasurer  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board  which  dis¬ 
burses  the  funds.  The  May  total  of  $a261,757  is  18.2%  lower  than  the 
$2,766,379  given  last  month,  but  five  percent  higher  than  the  $2,153,402  given 
in  the  same  period  in  2004.  Total  Mississippi  CP  giving  for  the  current  fiscal 
year,  which  runs  from  January-December,  stands  at  $13,654,754,  which  is  5.1% 
above  last  year's  giving  during  the  same  period  and  4.6%  ahead  of  current 
year  budget  needs.  The  2005  Mississippi  CP  budget  of  $31,314,491,  was 
approved  by  messengers  to  the  2004  annual  meeting  of  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention.  A  total  of  $2,609,541  is  needed  each  month  to  meet  the 
convention  board's  budget  for  2005.  In  addition  to  helping  support  more  than 
10,700  missionaries  in  the  U.S.  and  around  the  world  through  affiliated  with 
the  Southern  Baptist  Convention,  Mississippi  CP  also  helps  fund  suth  pro¬ 
grams  as  the  Summer  Missions  Camp  for  Boys  on  June  20-24  at  Central  Hills 
Retreat  near  Kosciusko,  the  HeartSong  Youth  Music  Week  on  June  28-July  2  at 
Gulfshore  Assembly  in  Pass  Christian,  and  WorldChangers  events  in 
Vicksburg,  Hattiesburg,  Meridian,  and  Tupelo. 


NASHVILLE,  Term.  (BP)  —  Contributions  through  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  (SBC)  Cooperative  Program  (CP)  for.May  were  $16,786,016  —  dovyn  1.6% 
from  the  $17,069,791  received  the  previous  month,  and  one-half  percent,  or  $87,611 
above  the  $16,698,405  received  in  M^  2004,  accordirig  to  a  news  release  from  SBC 
Executive  Committee  President  and  Chief  Executive  Officer  Morris  H.  Chapman  in 
Nashville.  Year-to-date  contributions  through  the  SBC  CP  are  up  two  per  cent  com¬ 
pared  to  the  same  time  frame  in  2004.  As  of  May  31,  the  year-to-date  total  of 
$132,461,923  for  Cooperative  Program  (CP)  Missions  is  $2,765,295  ahead  of  the 
$129,6%,628  received  at  the  same  point  in  2004.  Designated  giving  of  $157358,631  for 
the  same  year-to-date  period  is  three  percent,  or  $4332357,  ahead  of  gifts  of 
$152326373  received  at  this  point  last  year.  TTie  $26,046324  in  designated  gifts 
received  last  month  is  $5362376  abov'e  the  $20,983,748  received  in  Nfey  2(X)4,  an 
increase  of  24%.  For  the  SK  CP  AUocation  Budget,  the  year-to-date  total  of 
$132,461,923  is  108.5  percent  of  the  $122,134,463  budgeted,  or  $10327,461  above  bud¬ 
get  to  support  Southern  Baptist  ministries  globally  and  across  North  America.  At  the 
close  of  meir  last  fiscal  year,  Oct.  1,  2003-Sept.  30,  2004,  Southern  Baptists  recorded  a 
3.6%  increase  in  CP  giving,  for  a  record  total  of  $189,865354.85.  The  Cooperative 
Program  is  Southern  Baptists'  method  of  supporting  missions  and  ministry  efforts  of 
state  and  regional  conventions  and  the  Soumem  Baptist  Convention. 


i 


Coming  on  the  heels  of  U.S.  District 
Judge  Tom  Lee's  ruling  on  June  1 
that  abortion  clinics  do  not  have  to 
follow  surgical  guidelines  set  forth  by  the 
Mississippi  Legislature  in  the  performance 
of  their  grisly  work,  the  state  s  moral  fab¬ 
ric  took  another  blow  when  Hinds  County 
Chancery  Judge  Patricia  Wise  ruled  on 
June  3  that  Mississippi's  public  institu¬ 
tions  of  higher  learning  can  proceed  with 
plans  to  prepare  our  young  people  for 
careers  in  the  gambling  industry. 

The  members  of  the  Board  of 
Institutions  of  Higher  Learning 
in  Mississippi  had  already 
declared  themselves  above 
state  law,  which  clearly  and 
unambiguously  prohibits  the 
teaching  of  gambling-related 
courses  in  the  state's  public 
universities,  and  sued  to  have 
the  state  law  overturned.  This 
has  made  for  an  interesting  sit¬ 
uation:  a  state  entity  suing  the 
mother  state  that  created  it, 
while  the  mother  state  is  being 
nH.  defended  by  its  attorney  generm 
S  Jr.  —  sll  3t  taxpayer  expense,  of 
course.  Whoever  w’ins,  the  tax- 
pavers  lose  (as  usual). 

Tulane  University  in  New 
Orleans,  which  apparently  is  hot  subject 
to  the  same  laws  as  Mississippi's  univer¬ 
sities,  is  already  teaching  gambling- 
related  courses  on  the  Mississippi  Gulf 
Coast.  The  Mississippi  Band  of  Cnoctaw 
Indians,  whose  sprawling  Neshoba 
County  gambling  complex  is  not  subject 
to  state  law  or  oversight,  announced  on 
May  9  that  both  Tulane  University  and 
East  Central  Community  College 
(ECCC)  in  Decatur  will  be  allowed  to 
teach  gambling-related  courses  at  the 
Choctaw  Hospitality  Institute  (CHI). 

"East  Central  Community  College  is 
pleased  to  partner  with  the  Mississippi 
Band  of  Cnoctaw  Indians  to  provide 
education  opportunities  to  provide  jobs 
for  our  area.  We  feel  the  ECCC  H^otel 
Restaurant  Program  taught  at  the 
Choctaw  Hospitality  Institute  has  the 
potential  to  become  a  premier  program 
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in  the  nation,"  said 
ECCC  President  Phil 
A.  Sutphin. 

My,  what  flowery 
language!  One  would 
think  the  school  was 


announcing  a  new  ^ 

degree  program  in  nurs-  It^TO  ^ 

ing  or  landscape  archi- 
tecture,  not  in  the  fine 
points  of  running  a  gam¬ 
bling  hall.  That's  how 
the  gambling /political 
complex  smoothes  over 
the  language  ("gam-  ( 

ing")  and  marginalizes  / 

the  true  drawbacks  of  I 

giving  them  whatever 
mey  want.  - 

Here's  a  prime  exam-  A 

pie.  Tun  Tubby,  execu-  ^  \ 

tive  director  of  the  I 

Choctaw  Hospitality  \ 

institute,  said  of  the  \  Vjflh 

Choctaw /ECCC  joint 
venture,  "This  is  a  yiQ 

unique  opportunity  for 
those  looking  to  enter 
the  hospitality  field  or 
those  wanting  to  expand 
their  knowledge." 

A  "unique  opportu¬ 
nity?"  To  "enter  the  v 

hospitality  field?"  To 
"expand  their  knowl¬ 
edge?"  Knowledge  of 
what,  if  not  the  gam¬ 
bling  business? 

Tubby  goes  on.  "The 

fact  that  it  will  be  held  at  CHI  will  offer 
students,  not  only  a  classroom  setting, 
but  hands  on  experience  they  can't  get 
anywhere  but  the  workplace.'’ 

'  That  "hands  on  experience"  in  the 
"workplace"  will  occur,  of  course,  in  the 
casinos.  Why  then  can't  proponents  be 
honest  and  simply  call  them  gambling 
courses?  What  else  can  possibly  be 
tai^ht  on  the  floor  of  a  casino? 

Don't  be  fooled.  Gambling  is  gambling. 
Gambling  courses  are  gambling  courses. 
From  the  beginning,  pro-gamblmg  forces 


"LBAHN  TO  \NAIT  OM  THE 
LORP,  PEAP.  .  GOP  IS  Mgr 


ll^TO^  MICROVsIAVlNfi,  BUT 
(V^AWNATIMG  .  ' 

/ 


^StS(L 


have  lied  to  us  to  get  their  way.  This  is  just 
the  latest  example.  Mississippians,  blinded 
again  and  again  by  unfulfilled  promises  of 
untold  riches,  have  swallowea  all  the  lies 
and  allowed  our  state  government  to  be  co¬ 
opted  to  do  their  biddmg. 

Thanks  to  the  duplicity  of  the  gam¬ 
bling/political  complex  and  our  own 
craven  greed,  we  have  effectively  traded 
government  by  and  for  the  people  in  favor 
of  government  by  and  for  gamblers. 

Makes  you  wonder  what  else  they're  not 
telling  us,  doesn't  it? 
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Evangelism  is  so  much  fun,  it 
should  almost  be  illegal! 
Not  many  Christians  think 
that  wav,  do  they?  Well,  w’hy  not? 
.\fter  all,  the  word  "evangelism" 
means  "to  announce  the  gcxxl 
news"  —  but  to  many  followers 
of  Christ,  evangelism  feels  like 
bad  news.  It's  another  thing  on 
our  spiritual  to-do  list,  another 
class  to  attend,  another  thing  for 
which  we  don't  have  time.  It's 
scary,  it's  for  "super  Christians," 
and  though  we  feel  guilh'  about 
it,  it's  just  not  something  that 
most  Christians  ever  do. 

How’  in  the  world  did  we  get 
to  this  place?  Without  a  fr^h 
movement  of  evangelism,  we 
will  watch  our  children's  gener¬ 
ation  sprint  into  hell,  our  culture 
rot,  and  our  churches  wither.  We 
have  been  robbed  of  the  greatest 
joy  of  following  Christ,  and  it 
ought  to  make  us  mad.  It  ought 
to  make  every  Southern  Baptist 
stand  up  in  cletermination  and 
take  bacK  from  the  enemy  what 
he  stole:  the  heart-pounding, 
purpose-filled  life,  the  call  to  fol¬ 
low  Jesus  into  people's  lives 
ev^  day  with  good  news! 

That's  all  evangelism  really 
is,  you  know:  sharing  goocl 
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Guest  Opinion: 

Don't  be  robbed 
of  greatest  joy 

By  John  Avant,  vice-president 
North  American  Mission  Board 
Atlanta 


new's  with  friends.  Now  that's 
not  scarv  to  anyone.  Have  you 
ever  had  really  great  news  to  tell 
a  friend?  Did  you  dread  it?  Were 
you  glad  to  get  it  over  with?  Of 
course  not.  it  made  vour  day. 
We  have  eternal  good  news  to 
tell  and  it's  time  to  tell  it. 

I  have  the  best  job  in  the 
'world.  I  get  to  be  good  news,  tell 
good  news,  ana  teach  good 
news  everyday,  everywhere  I  go 
—  but  it's  not  Just  my  job.  It's  my 
life.  If  God  told  me  i  couldn't  do 
evangelism  anymore,  I  woidd 
want  Him  to  take  me  home, 
because  nothing  else  will  fill  you 
with  passion,  joy  and  expectan- 
^  like  sharing  the  good  news  of 
Christ.  It's  just  flat-out  fun. 


I  met  Dennis  just  a  few  weeks 
ago.  Some  friendships  take 
months  to  form  but  if  we  will 
care  about  prople  and  listen  to 
them,  other  friendships  will  form 
instantly.  Dennis  sat  Dy  me  on  a 
flight  from  Atlanta  to  NashviUe. 
He  was  a  soldier  on  his  way 
home  from  Iraq.  God  gave  us  an 
immediate  bond  because  I  work 
with  chaplains  at  the  North 
American  Mission  Board. 

I  just  asked  IDennis  if  he  had 
ever  talked  to  a  chaplain.  He 
said,  "No,  but  1  sure  need  one." 
I  told  him  God  must  have  put 
me  there  to  be  his  chaplain.  He 
shared  with  me  his  guilt  over 
having  killed  so  many  combat¬ 
ants  in  Iraq.  He  held  up  his 


hands  and  said,  "These  hands 
are  covered  in  blood.  How 
could  God  ever  forgiv^e  "me?" 
He  was  amazed  when  I  told 
him  that  Exodus  15:3  says  that 
"the  Lord  is  a  warrior,"  and 


When  I  told  him  the  good 
news  that  God  would  meet  his 
real  need  and  give  him  a  new 
life,  he  immediately  received 
Christ  just  as  we  landed! 

Do  you  know  what  it  is  like 
to  watch  a  soldier  reunite  with 
his  family  and  then  tell  his  wife 
that  he  had  just  prayed  to 
receive  Christ?  It  w'as  amazing. 
I  called  my  wife  while  I 
watched  him  embrace  his  fami¬ 
ly,  told  her  the  story  and  said, 
'^Honey,  it  doesn't  get  much 
better  man  this!" 

It's  time  for  you  to  get  in  on 
the  fun.  Make  a  friend.  Tell  him 
your  story.  Tell  him  God's  story. 
It's  time  to  make  evangelism 
good  news  again. 

Avant  is  vice-president  of  evan¬ 
gelization  at  the  North  American 
Mission  Board.  His  commentary 


ants  m  Iraq.  He  held  up  his  appears  courtesy  of  Baptist  Press. 
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—  federal 
judge's  ruling  in  May  striking 
down  Nebraska's 

one  of  that  state's  U.S.  sena- 
tors.  Democrat  Ben  Nelson,  to 
support  a  marriage  amend- 

ment  to  the  U.S.  Constitution.  I  H  I 

Focus  on  the  Family  issued  a  j  ftpj 

statement  June  10  saying  Nelson  1 

had  told  the  organization  he  [  j  I  I 

now  supports  a  marriage  I  I  ■  I 

amendment.  Nelson  spokesman 
David  DiMartino  subsequently 
confirmed  to  Baptist  Press  that 
the  senator  does  indeed  support 

an  amendment.  B  I 

As  late  as  summer, 

Nelson  said  he  opposed  an 
amendment,  believing  it  was 
best  leave  the  issue  of  gay 

marriage  to  the  I  I 

Now,  Nelson's  support  gives 

spon- 

critical  Democratic  ally. 

"His  position  has  always 
been  that  he  thinks  marriage 

should  be  regulated  by  the  Constitution  in  light  of  Judge 
states,  and  that  he  would  sup-  Bataillon's  incomprehensible 
port  a  federal  effort  to  amend  ruling,"  Dobson  said  in  a  state 
the  Constitution  only  if  a  fed-  ment.  "The  senator  now  joins 
eral  court  overruled  a  state  millions  of  Americans  whe 
law,"  DiMartino  told  BP,  "and  recognize  the  threat  posed  b) 
that  has  now  happened."  arrogant  and  activist  judges 

In  M^  U.S.  District  Judge  who  would  deprive  the  peoph 
Joseph  Bataillon  overturned  of  their  right  to  govern  them 
Nebraska's  marriage  amend-  selves.  V\^  look  forward  tc 
ment,  ruling  it  was  discrimi-  working  with  Sen.  Nelson  tc 
natory  and  made  homosexuals  pass  the  MPA  in  the  months 
"unecjual."  The  amendment  ahead."  '■ 

bans  Doth  gay  marriage  and  Fckus  on  the  Family  saic 
Vermont-style  civil  unions.  Nelson  had  pledged  to  support 
The  ruling  is  being  appealed.  an  amendment  in  both  a  tele 
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was  one  of  those  48  senators 
who  supported  limiting 
debate,  he  apparently  was 
prepared  to  vote  against  the 
amendment  itself.  / 

In  February  2004  he  told 
the  Associated  Press:  "The 
states  should  decide  whether 

to  ban  same-sex  marriages...  1  may  have  an  impact  on  the 
fail  to  see  where  this  has  Mississippi  amendment, 
reached  national  proportions  Bataillon's  ruling  in  the 
where  a  federal  constitutional  Nebraska  marked  the  first 
amendment  is  necessary."  time  a  marriage  amendment 

Asked  whether  Nelson  had  been  overturned, 
would  sign  on  as  a  co-sponsor  Including  Nebraska,  18  states 
of  the  amendment,  DiMartino  have  adopted  such  amend- 
said,  "He's  going  to  support  the  ments  by  an  av'erage  margin 
effort  whenever  it  comes  up."  of  70-30%. 

Nebraska's  amendment  is  Amendments  to  the  U.S. 
not  the  only  one  being  chal-  Constitution  cannot  be  over- 
lenged  in  federal  court.  A  fed-  turned  in  court.  Amendments 
era!  lawsuit  was  filed  June  8  to  the ,  U.S.  Constitution 
against  Michigan’s  marriage  require  the  support  of  two- 
amendment.  Oklahoma's  thirds  of  the  U.S.  House  and 
amendment  also  is  being  U.S.  Senate,  and  three-fourths 
challenged  in  federal  court.  of  the  50  states'  legislatures. 

Mississippi  voters  over-  The  marriage  amendment 
whelmingly  approved  a  simi-  in  the  U.S.  Senate  is  Senate 
lar  marriage  amendment  in  Joint  Resolution  1  and  in  the 
November  2003,  amid  rum-  House  is.  .--House:  Joint 
blings  from  some  opposition  1  Resolution  39. 

groups  that  the  amendment  _ 

would  be  challenged  in  court. 

To  date,  no  challenge  has  been  For  more  information  about  the 
filed  but  supporters  worry  national  debate  over  ”gay  marriage,” 
that  successful  challenges  in  visit  http://umnv.bpneii^oiet/same- 
other  states  like  Nebraska  sexmarriage 
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Gay  marriage  loses 

SACRAMENTO,  Calif.  (BP)  —  An  historic  vote  to  legalize  gay 
marriage  in  California  ended  in  a  surprising  loss  for  homosexual 
activists  June  2,  ^ving  social  conservatives  a  rare  victory  in  the 
state  legislature.  The  Cdifomia  Assembly  defeated  a  gay  marriage 
bill  on  Jime  2  for  the  third  time  in  two  days,  preventing  the  assem¬ 
bly  from  becoming  the  first  legislative  body  m  the  United  States  to 
pass  such  a  proposal.  Needing  41  votes,  it  received  support  from 
only  37  members.  Thirty-six  opposed  it.  In  two  earlier  votes,  the 
bill  had  fallen  six  votes  short  on  identical  35-37  votes.  In  the 
months  leading  up  to  the  vote  the  bill's  sponsor,  along  with  the 
assembly  speaker,  nad  expressed  optimism  that  it  wouW  pass  but 
in  the  end,  opposition  from  a  hanaful  of  Democrats  doomed  the 
Ipill.  Nevertheless,  it  was  an  historical  vote.  No  legislative  body  in 
the  U.S.  had  ever  voted  on  a  bill  legalizing  gay  marriage. 
Opponents  said  the  bill  violates  both  the  will  of  the  people  and  me 
Califomia  constitution.  In  2000,  California  voters  pcissed  an  initia¬ 
tive  —  Preposition  22  —  explicitly  banning  gay  marriage  by  a 
margin  of  61-39%.  The  state  constitution  prohiDits  the  legislature 
from  overriding  a  voter-backed  initiative.  Glen  Lavy,  an  attorney 
with  the  pro-family  legal  group  Alliance  Defense  Fund,  called  the 
loss  for  homosexual  activists  signiheant.  "This  defeat  shows  ttiat 
even  the  homosexual-friendly  Califomia  assembly  is  not  willing 
to  go  so  far  as  to  redefine  marriage,"  Lavy  told  Baptist  Press.  The 
votes  were  mostly  along  party  lines,  with  Republicans  opposing  it 
cmd  Democrats  supportmg  it.  On  the  final  vote,  however,  five 
Democrats  opposed  it  and  another  six  Democrats  abstained,  keep¬ 
ing  it  hum  passing.  All  the  "yes"  votes  came  from  Democrats.  No 
Republican  supported  the  bill.  Homosexual  activists  vowed  to  try 
again  next  year,  but  their  best  opportunity  may  be  in  state  court 
vmere  a  lawsuit  seeldng  the  legalization  of  gay  marriage  is  mak¬ 
ing  its  way  up  the  system.  Gay  marriage  supporters  won  on  the 
trial  court  level,  alfiiough  that  ruling  is  Deing  appealed. 


Voting  overwhelmingly  to  ask  forgiveness  for  racism  from  African- 
Americans,  messengers  to  the  sesquicentennial  meeting  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  apologize  for  condoning  or  perpetuat¬ 
ing  racism  toward  blacks. 


First  Church,  Pontotoc,  honors  over  50  people  who  have  held  church  mem¬ 
bership  there  for  more  than  50  years  —  including  98-year-old  Estelle  Fun;  a 
member  since  1900  and  children's  Sunday  School  teacher  for  almost  50  years. 


Two  thousand  people  are  expected  to  attend  the  State  Training 
Union  Convention  at  First  Church,  Jackson,  according  to  Kermit  King, 
state  Training  Union  secretary. 
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You  Can  Respond 
Right  Now! 


Simply  share  the  following  prayer 
with  in  your  own  loords: 

1.  Lord,  I  admit  that  I  need  you. 
(I  have  sinned.) 

2.  I  want  forgiveness  for  my 
sins  and  freedom  from  eter¬ 
nal  death.  (I  repent.) 

3.  I  believe  Jesus  died  and 
rose  from  the  grave  to  forgive 
my  sins  and  to  restore  my 
relationship  with  you. 

(I  believe  in  Jesus.) 

4.  By  faith,  1  invite  Jesus 
Christ  into  my  life.  From  this 
time  on,  1  want  to  live  in  a 
loving  relationship  w’ith  Him. 
(I  receive  Christ  as  my  Savior 
and  Lord.) 


Following  God's 
Directions 

It  is  not  alw^s  easy  to  find 
the  will  of  God.  The  patn  that  He 
has  for  us  to  travel  is  not  always 
clear.  At  times  we  just  do  not 
know  what  He  would  have  us  to 
do.  At  other  times  we  do  not 
want  to  know  what  He  wants  us 
to  do  because  we  know  we  don't 
really  want  to  do  it. 

It  may  be  that  the  most  pro¬ 
found  and,  at  the  same  time  the 
simplest  direction  that  the  Lord 
ever  gave  us,  is  found  in  two 
words:  "Follow  me."  Sprinkled 
throughout  the  Gospel 
accounts,  Jesus'  relationship 
with  the  disciples  is  found  in 
those  two  pointed  and  power¬ 
ful  words:  ^'Follow  me." 

John  closes  out  his  Gospel 
about  Jesus  by  telling  us  of  an 
incident  that  took  {Mace  with 
Peter,  Jesus,  and  John.  I  can  just 
see  Peter  glancing  over  at  John 
and  then  saying  to  Jesus,  "Lord, 
what  about  him?"  The  disciples 
were  so  human,  so  like  us,  and 
yet  separated  from  us  by  20 
centuries.  Jesus  made  it  clear 
that  what  John  did  was  not  the 
issue  when  He  responded  to 
Peter  and  said,  "If  I  want  him  to 
remain  alive  until  I  return, 
what  is  that  to  you?  You  follow 
me"  (John  21:21-22).  There  are 
some  valuable  lessons  for  us  to 
learn  from  this  account. 

There  seems  to  be  a  note  of 
irritability  on  the  part  of  Peter 
as  Jesus  tells  him  what  to  do. 
Peter  seems  to  be  indicating 
that  the  Lord  needed  to  take 
more  of  a  personal  interest  and 
more  of  a  hands-on-manage¬ 
ment  style  to  make  sure  Jorm 
was  doing  what  he  ought  to  be 
doing.  We  worry  about  what 
other  folks  are  doing  or  not 


JWirecti 


Jim  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


doing,  and  we  can  get  worked 
up  in  a  frenzy  if  we  think  God 
is  not  making  the  other  fellow 
live  up  to  his  end  of  the  bar¬ 
gain,  carry  his  end  of  the  load, 
and  work  as  hard  as  we  do. 

Lfnlike  any  other  creation  of 
God,  people  are  funny  like  this. 
If  we  detect  that  somebody  is 
not  doing  all  that  we  think  the 
person  ought  to  do  be  doing, 
we  respond  in  one  of  two  ways 
(or  possibly  both  ways).  We  get 
upset  because  the  Lord  doesn't 
do  His  part  in  making  the  per¬ 
son  tow  the  line  and  we  tend  to 
want  to  quit  working  our¬ 
selves.  If  they  are  not  going  to 
work,  we  are  not! 

Some  years  ago  I  had  two 
pear  trees  in  my  backyard.  One 
year  one  of  the  trees  was 
loaded  down  with  pears  and 
the  other  tree  only  had  a  couple 
of  pears.  The  following  spnng 
and  summer,  the  tree  mat  had 
produced  so  many  p>ears  now 
nad  zero  pears  and  the  other 
tree  had  a  couple.  I  thought 
maybe  the  frost  nad  gotten  the 
pears  or  maybe  the  tree  was  too 
dry,  so  I  just  asked  the  pear  tree 
what  was  the  matter.  Do  you 
know  what  that  tree  told  me? 
He  said  he  wasn't  about  to 
stand  around  there  in  the  back 
yard  and  do  all  of  the  work 
while  the  other  pear  tree  did 
virtually  nothing,  and  he  just 


auit.  Now  while  the  pear  pro- 
uction  on  the  two  trees  in  my 
backyard  actually  happened, 

?fOu  Imow  the  conversation  was 
ictitious  because  pear  trees 
don'Jl  care  what  the  other  trees 
are  doing.  They  are  always 

Sto  do  their  best.  Oiuy 
^  ^  e  are  capable  of  getting 

uTit*ated  because  we  figure  we 
are  doing  too  much. 

A  second  truth  that  1  noticed 
has  to  do  with  responsibility. 
T^e  Lord  said,  "Peter,  what  you 
need  to  do  is  just  follow  me  — 
follow  directions."  Certainly 
there  is  a  trust  factor  involved 
in  what  the  Lord  is  asking  us  to 
do.  He  says,  "Follow  me."  He 
doesn't  give  us  all  of  the 
answers  about  where  He  is 
going,  how  He  is  going  to  take 
care  of  every  challenge  that 
may  be  down  the  road,  or 
where  all  of  the  resources  for 
our  journey  will  come  from  He 
just  says,  'Tollow  me." 

Oftentimes,  the  Lord  leads 
us  in  a  direchon  and  in  a  way 
that  doesn't  seem  right,  but  it 
is.  In  the  early  part  of  2001,  I 
heard  an  announcement  on  the 
radio  that  the  Natchez  Trace 
was  going  to  be  closed  at  the 
bridge  entrance  on  Interstate 
55.  I  didn't  know  or  hear  how 
you  would  get  on  the  Trace  or 
now  the  traffic  would  be  re¬ 
routed.  Late  one  night  I  was 


coming  in  to  Jackson  on  the 
Trace  and  I  began  to  follow  the 
signs  guiding  me  through  the 
detour  route.  I  just  paid  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  signs,  and  the  sim  to 
put  me  on  the  Natchez  Trace 
going  south  actually  took  me 
north.  At  first  I  thought  that 
someone  had  messed  up.  The 
directions  took  me  north,  over  a 
bridge  going  to  the  west,  then 
back  down  on  a  ramp  coing 
south.  As  I  drove  througn  the 
construction  site  following  the 
directions,  I  thought  of  that  old 
statement  that  says,  "God  hits 
straight  licks  with  crooked 
sticks."  He  can  take  our  wind¬ 
ing  paths  and  make  sense  out 
of  them  if  we  will  simply  do 
what  He  has  asked  us  to  do: 
"Follow  me." 

One  final  thought  that 
jumps  out  at  me  has  to  do  with 
irresponsibility.  The  supreme 
request  of  our  Lord  is  "Follow 
me,"  but  we  spend  so  much  of 
our  time  trying  to  figure  out 
the  place  we  ought  to  serve  or 
analyzing  our  super-giftedness 
in  order  to  make  sure  that  we 
get  to  what  we  think  is  an 
influential  spot.  Jesus  says, 
"You  are  not  going  to  do  any¬ 
thing  more  significant  or  more 
effective  than  when  you  are 
following  me." 

It  is  rather  irresponsible  on 
our  part  to  think  that  we  know 
more,  see  further,  and  have  bet¬ 
ter  insights  than  the  sovereign 
Lord  or  the  universe  does.  You 
will  not  miss  the  way,  fail  in 
your  efforts,  be  disappointed, 
or  get  lost  in  a  maze  or  misery 
as  long  as  you  do  what  He  says.  . 
The  Lord  says,  "Follow  me."  7 

The  author  may  be  contacted  at 
P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205- 
0530.  E-mail:  jfutral@mbcb.org. 


"But  as  many  as  receiivd  him, 
to  them  he  gave  the  right  to 
become  children  of  God,  even  to 
those  who  Miezv  in  his  name." 
(John  1:12) 

If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact  a 
local  Baptist  church  for  spiri¬ 
tual  guidance. 


VanHom  moving  to  MC  as  Christian  Studies  chair 


CLINTON,  Ms.  (Special)  — 
Wayne  VanHorn  is  the  new 
chair  of  the  Christian  Studies 
Department  at  Baptist-affiliated 
Mississippi  College  (MC)  in 
Clinton  effective  June  1,  accord¬ 
ing  to  MC  President  Lee  Royce. 
VanHom  comes  to  MC  from 
the  pastorate  of  First  Church, 
Columbia,  and  replaces  Harold 
Bryson,  who  is  leaving  MC  to 
pursue  writing,  preaching 
across  the  countrj',  and  teach¬ 
ing  at  Carson  Newman  College 
in  Jefferson  City,  Tn. 

"I  am  very  pleased  that 
Wayne  VanHom  will  be  join¬ 
ing  us  at  Mississippi  College 
to  lead  the  Department  of 
Christian  Studies.  He  will 
bring  to  Mississippi  College  a 
fine  combination  of  skills,  aca¬ 
demic  and  pastoral  experi¬ 
ence,  and  s|?iritual  maturity 
that  will  benefit  us  greatly  as 
we  seek  to  serve  our  students, 
the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention,  and  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ,"  Royce  said. 

"My  philosophy  of  educa¬ 
tion  could  be  summed  up  in  the 
phrase,  'guided  self-discov¬ 
ery,"'  VanHom  said,  "and  my 
philosophy  of  administration 
could  be  summed  up  in  the 
phrase,  'effectual  teamwork.'" 


NeiA^rt  College  of  the  College 
of  Wuliam  and  Mary  in  Williams¬ 
burg,  Va.;  a  master  of  divinity 
from  New  Orleans  Seminary  in 
1983;  and  a  doctor  of  theology 
degree  from '  New  Orleans 
Seminary  in  1987.  VanHom  has 
also  completed  four  seminars 
toward  a  doctorate  in  church  his¬ 
tory  and  theology. 

He  has  served  in  a  number  of 
denominational  leadership  posi¬ 
tions,  including  president  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
Board  in  2001-02;  member  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention 
Committee  on  Committees  in 
2004;  member  bf  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  (MBC) 
Committee  on  Committees  from 
1999-present;  and  both  the  MBC 
budget  and  program  commit¬ 
tees  Tor  a  number  of  years. 

Van  Horn  has  written 
numerous  books,  articles,  com¬ 
mentaries,  and  book  reviews, 
including  Sunday  School 
lessons  and  commentary  for 
The  Baptist  Record.  While 
serving  as  pastor  in  Columbia, 
he  wrote  regularly  for  the 
Columbian-Progress  newspa¬ 
per.  He  is  married  to  the  for¬ 
mer  Terri  Leigh  Ullrich,  and 
they  have  three  children  and 
two  grandchildren. 


VanHom  has  served  as  an 
adjunct  faculty  member  teaching 
New  Testament  at  Baptist-ciffili- 
ated  V^^lliam  Carey  (JoUege  in 
Hattiesburg,  adjunct  faculty 


member  teaching  Old  Testament 
at  MC,  and  adjunct  faculty  mem¬ 
ber  at  New  Orleans  Seminaiy. 

He  received  a  bachelor  of  arts 
degree  in  1980  from  Christopher 


VanHorn 
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FORGET  'ISMS' 

Editor: 

This  letter  is  in  regard  to 
Pastor  Joey  Barnard's  "&)  be  it" 
comment  m  Letters  to  the  Editor 
(May  28  issue).  My  maternal 
grandmother  always  ran  us 
away  from  her  chicken  coop 
because  the  noise  and  screaming 
associated  with  children  playing 
kept  her  hens  from  laying  eggs. 
The  same  is  true  with  pastors 
playing  with  conservatism,  fun¬ 
damentalism,  or  other  such 
"isms"  where  you  can  call  some¬ 
one  unto  account  for  some  per¬ 
ceived  wrongdoing  and  make 
churchgoing  seem  like  a 
wrestling  match  instead  of 
something  Holy  and  desirable 
—  like  worship.  We  stop  making 
converts  when  we  get  distracted 
from  what  is  truly  important. 

The  main  problem  with 
Pastor  Bamard^s  comment  is 
that  he  ignores  the  fact  that 
Jesus  Christ  gave  us  our  march¬ 
ing  orders  and  stated  that  we 
are  to  make  believers  and  bap¬ 
tize  them.  The  fact  that  it  was 
the  last  order  given  to  his  disci¬ 
ples  should  make  it  of  utmost 
importance  to  His  pastors  today. 

vVhen  pastors  stop  playing 
with  "isms"  and  return  to  mak¬ 
ing  church  "Holy"  again,  people 
will  come  back  to  cnurch,  start 
believing  in  our  Lord,  and  then 
we  will  see  baptisms  rise  again! 

Edward  Williamson 

Canon  City,  Co. 

BAPTISM  COMMANDED 

Editor: 

I  read  the  letter  from  Pastor 
Joey  Barnard  (So  Be  It,  May  26 
issue)  several  times,  and  I 
may  not  have  understood 
what  the  writer  attempted  to 
present  concerning  baptism 
and  counting  baptisms. 

We  can't  get  around  the  fact 
that  baptism  -is  a  church  ordi¬ 
nance.  jWuS  gave  this  command 
to  the  church.  Keeping  a  record  of 
baptisms  is  a  way  to  check  the 
outreach  of  ttie  church  in  reaching 
the  lost.  When  a  lost  one  is  saved 
and  baptized,  the  record  shows 
this  (one  convert,  one  baptism). 


Acts  2:38, 41,  tells  us  that  Peter 
preached  at  Pentecost,  "Repent 
and  be  baptized."  They  that 
received  his  word  were  baptized. 
There  were  added  unto  them 
3,0(X)  souls.  This  is  on  the  record. 

Acts  18:8  tells  that  Crispis  and 
his  house  and  many  others  who 
heard  the  word  believed  and  were 
baptized.  This  is  on  the  record. 

Acts  19:5  tells  us  that  12  were 
saved  at  Ephesus  and  were 
baptized.  This  is  on  the  record. 

Acts  8:35-39  tells  is  that 
Philip  preached  Jesus  to  and 
baptized  the  eunuch. 

Christian  baptism  symbolizes 
the  redemptive  work  of  Christ.  It 
symbolizes  the  death,  burial, 
and  resurrection  of  Christ.  It  also 
typifies  the  Christian's  death  to 
his  old  life,  its  burial,  and  his  res¬ 
urrection  to  walk  in  the  newness 
of  life  in  Christ. 

Baptism  is  not  necessary  for 
salvation.  Jesus  commissioned 
the  New  Testament  church  to 
baptize  believers.  Baptism  is  a 
definite  obligation  of  every 
Chrishan.  Baptism  is  not  only 
a  ^  church  ordinance,  but  a 
church  re^onsibility. 

James  K^.  Burke 

Clara 

WATCH  RED  FLAGS 
Editor: 

Much  ado  has  been  and  is  be¬ 
ing  made  of  Rick  Warren's  books 
and  tire  activities  that  are  based 
upon  them  in  thousands  of 
churches.  The  fact  that  churches 
and  pastors  from  liberal  to  con¬ 
servative  have  embraced  his 
works  without  question  should  be 
a  red  flag  to  any  fundamentalist. 

The  fact  that  the  controlled, 
anti-Christian  major  media 
would  give  much  attention  to 
Warren  and  his  movement 
should  also  be  a  red  flag.  Another 
red  flag  should  be  seen  in  Warren 
hiring  a  New  Age  guiii/mystic, 
Ken  Blanchard,  to  help  training 
efforts  at  Warren's  church. 

Error  is  recognized  by  know¬ 
ing  truth,  not  by  studying  error. 
Understanding  and  discern¬ 
ment  are  tied  to  obedience  (Ps. 
111:10;  119:100),  which  includes 
studying  and  rightly  dividing 
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the  Word  (2  Tim.  2:15)  Also  see 
ITim.  4:1,6;  2  Tun.  4:2-5,  KJV. 

Rather  than  being  hailed  as  a 
great  spiritual  movement  that 
IS  positive  and  the  like,  the 
attenhon  to  and  the  following 
of  Warren  by  many  (who  also 
believe  that  they  are  following 
Scripture  in  the  truest  sens^ 
should  be  regarded  as  a  sign  of 
the  end  times.  His  movement  is 
just  another  exanmle  of  falling 
away  from  the  Word,  which 
will  be  realized  too  late  —  if  at 
all  —  by  most  believers.  For 
those  who  would  like  to  get  a 
quick  start  or  a  short  course  on 
tne  deceptions  and  more  in 
Warren's  books,  they  should 
read  Deceived  on  Purpose  by 
Warren  Smith,  and  Who's 
Driving  The  Purpose-Driven 
Church?  by  James  Sundquist. 

Paul  E.  Hadinger 

Batesville 

RECALLING  GOOD  TIMES 
Editor: 

What  joy!  What  blessing! 
What  love!  All  these  and  much, 
much  more  were  experienced  by 
so  many  people  garnered  at  the 
comer  of  Broad  and  Court  Streets 
in  West  Point  to  celebrate  the 
150th  anniversary  of  First  Church. 

People  came  from  far  and 
near  remembering  former  days 
and  times  of  refreshment  and 
revival  from  the  Lord.  There 
was  a  sweetness  unparalleled 
in  the  midst  of  all  the  greetings, 
laughter,  and  recollections  as 
we  assembled  to  worship  the 
Lord  and  give  Him  praise  for 
His  faithfulness  unto  His  peo¬ 
ple.  The  theme  was,  150  years 
of  God's  Amazing  Grace  and 
Faithfulness,  based  upon  1 
Umothy  1:14. 

The  messages  brought  by 
former  pastors  on  June  4-5  were 
inspiring  and  enriching  for  all 
who  attended.  The  praiseful 
singing  was  unsurpassed,  led 
by  former  choir  directors. 
Loving  hearts  of  members 
resulted  in  their  willingness  to 
prepare  a  banquet  fit  for  a  king 
which  was  enjoyed  by  the  mass 
of  attendees  after  Sunday 
morning  worship  time. 


How  grateful  we  are  for  the 
privilege  and  honor  of  being 
those  who  grew  up  attending 
Sunday  School  and  preaching 
services  in  the  bygone  years  at 
First  Church  of  West  Point.  The 
memories  of  those  times  are 
worth  more  than  gold  or  silver. 
Every  day  with  Jesus  is  sweeter 
than  the  day  before  and  I  love 
Him  more  and  more. 

Carlene  Proctor  Dodson 

Columbus 

DESERVE  MILLSTONE? 
Editor: 

I  read  the  Guest  Opinion  by 
Gene  GiUis  (Don't  lead  children 
down  path  to  hell.  May  26  issue) 
with  great  interest,  and  I  certain¬ 
ly  agree  with  his  sentiment.  I 
feel  that  coaches  should  not 
schedule  practices  or  games  on 
the  Lord's  Day  for  all  of  the 
same  scriptural  reasons  Gillis 
listed.  However,  I  do  think  that 
the  parents  bear  the  greater 
responsibility.  After  all,  if  no 
parents  showed  up  with  their 
children  on  Sundays,  the  lonely 
coaches  would  have  to  go  home. 

I'd  like  to  make  another  point 
here,  too,  if  I  may.  Jesus  said  the 
main  thing  is  that  we  are  to  love 
the  Lord  and  our  neighbors.  I 
know  a  lot  of  people  never  take 
their  kids  to  play  sports  instead 
of  going  to  church,  but  they  leave 
church  and  head  to  the  restau- 
rcints.  I  wonder  if  they  ever  ask 
their  waitress,  "So,  did  your  kids 
get  to  go  to  church  today  since 
you  had  to  be  at  work  serving 
me?"  Are  we  pious  church-goers 
deserving  of  the  millstone,  too? 
Is  our  god  our  belly? 
(Philippians  3:19)  I'm  not  in  any 
hurry  to  throw  stones;  however, 
since  I  know  all  too  well  that 
even  though  I  don't  skip  church 
for  ball  games  or  eat  out  on 
Sundays,  I  have  other  sins. 

As  Christians,  all  our  deci¬ 
sions  should  be  based  on,  number 
one,  does  this  show  that  I  love 
God,  or  number  two,  does  this 
show  that  I  love  my  fellow  man? 
I  think  it's  time  we  made  different 
choices  about  a  lot  of  things. 

Carolyn  Ellis 

Clinton  ' 


Large  Srtectfam  •  New  &  PraOwned 
IWmendom  Sartiigi  •  Immediate  DeUvcry 

Check  oat  the  Chorch  Boa  Section  on  oar  web  rtte! 

www.biisgroup.com 

Georgia  Loalriana  Mjeeiaaippi 

86ft.287.4768  866.726.5142  800.423.9626 


Letters  to 
THE  Editor 

Unsigned  letters  will  not  be 
printed.  No  multi-copy  or  form 
letters  will  be  used. 

Each  correspondent  must  include 
an  address  and  telephone  number 
for  verification.  In  special  instances, 
name  may  be  withheld  at  writer's 
request  and  editor's  discretion. 

Please  include  the  name  of 
cooperating  Mississippi  Baptist 
church  where  correspondent  is  a 
member.  (Mississippi  Baptists' 
letters  will  receive  priority  when 
space  is  limited.) 

Letters  must  be  limited  to  250 
words.  All  correspondence  is 
subject  to  editing. 

Correspondents  should  refrain 
from  personal  attacks.  The  opinions 
expressed  in  letters  to  the  editor 
do  not  necessarily  reflect  the 
views  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board. 

No  more  than  one  letter  from 
any  individual  will  be  printed 
during  a  three-month  period. 

When  in  the  judgement  of  the 
editor  a  given  issue  ha$  received 
sufficient  attention,  correspondence 
dealing  with  it  will  no  longer  be 
published  and  a  notice  will  be 
printed  to  that  effect. 
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Staff  Changes 


5.  Corinth  Church,  Philadel¬ 
phia,  needs  immediate  vol¬ 
unteers  to  replace  roof  of  the 
church.  Call  the  church  sec¬ 
retary  at  (601)  656-6912. 

6.  Cherry  Creek  Church, 
Pontotoc  Association,  con¬ 
gratulates  their  children 
and  youth  Bible  drillers. 

1 

7.  Sardis  Lake  Church,  Sardis, 

I  recently  held  a  picnic  on 

May  1$  for  the  youth  before 
a  trip  to  Gulfshore  Assembly 
in  Pass  Christian,  June  7-11. 


1.  Drew  Church,  Drew,  rec¬ 
ognized  its  two  Bible  drill 
teams.  Chidren's  Bible  drill 
team  members  (front)  were 
Matt  McCool,  John  Paul 
Phillips,  Kaci  Mosco,  and 
Kayla  Burchfield.  Youth 
Bible  Drill  Team  (rear)  were 
Tim  Melton,  Joseph  Cum¬ 
mins,  Anna  Melton,  Jenny 
Thom,  and  Tiffany  Putnarn. 


2.  The  GAs  and  Acteens  at 
First  Church,  Olive  Branch, 
had  their  annual  recogni¬ 
tion  and  mission  ser\ice  on 
May  15.  GAs  were  present¬ 
ed  With  their  sashes  and 
badges  for  their  achieve¬ 
ments  throughout  the  year, 
and  Acteens  were  present¬ 
ed  crowns  and  scepters  for 
completing  their  level  of 
MissionQuest. 

3.  Joe  Reed  Clayton  was 
ordained  as  deacon  on  April 
17  at  Bethany  Church,  Potts 
Camp.  Presenting  Clayton 
with  his  certificate  is  Pastor 
Donald  Worsham. 


Edwards 
Church, 
Edwards,  has 
called  Joey 
Wolfe  as  min¬ 
ister  of  music. 


8.  The  Diamond  famih'  will  be 
in  concert  at  Maybank 
Church,  Hattiesburg,  on 
Sun.,  July  3, 6:00  p.m.  A  love 
offering  will  be  taken.  Call 
(601)  545-9251. 


1.  Bible  Drill  Teams,  Drew  Church,  Drew 


D  e  w  a  y  n  e 
Jeffries  has 
been  em¬ 
ployed  by 
First  Church,  Starkville,  as 
interim  church  administra¬ 
tor,  effective  June  6;  and  Stan 
Wallace  has  resigned  as 
.Minister  of  Music  and 
Worship,  effectiv'e  June  5. 


Wolfe 


9.  East  End  Church,  Columbus, 
sponsors  the  eleventh  annual 
Let  Freedom  Ring  patriotic 
celebration  at  Heritage 
Academy  High  School  on 
Sat.,  June  25,  7:00  p.m.  and 
Sun.,  June  26,  4:00  p.m. 
Admission  is  free.  For  more 
information,  contact  Gary 
Walker  at  (662)  328-5915. 

10.  New  Hope  Church,  Fox- 
worth,  is  hosting  Rick  Webb 
as  the  Roman  centurion  in 
the  drama.  My  Day  with  the 
Master,  on  June  26,  11  a.m. 
Tun  Parker,  pastor. 


4.  Six  young  ladies  from 
Wade  Cnurch,  Moss 
Point,  have  surrendered  to 
Christian  service.  Shown, 
from  left,  are  Lindsay 
Beck,  Jessica  Pedersen, 
Amanda  Wood,  Amanda 
Jones,  Erika  Stanford,  and 
Amanda  Smith. 


Code  I  2.  GAs  and  Acteens,  First  Chuirh,  Olive  Branch 


Workshop  on 
MBTS  web  site 

KANSAS  CITY,  Mo.  (BP)  — 
Audio  recordings  of  the  recent 
The  Da  Vinci  Codie* Workshop 
at  Midwestern  Seminary 
(MBTS)  have  been  posted  to 
the  seminary's  website.  The 
March  21-22  conference  at  the 
Kansas  City,  Mo.,  campus  was 
organized  to  help  equip 
Christians  to  respond  to  the 
best-selling  book,  which 
claims  that  jesi^s  was  married 
to  Mary  Magdblene  and  pro¬ 
motes  the  Gnostic  gospels  — 
writings  which  were  not 
included  in  the  canon  of 
Scripture.  All  1 0  sessions  of  the 
two-day  workshop  are  avail¬ 
able  onlineThe  link  at 
Midwestern's  website  is 
httpV/www.mbts.edu/Resource 
s/workshop_davincicode.htm. 


3.  Deacon  Ordination,  Bethany  Church,  Potts  Camp  6.  Bible  Drillers,  Cherry  Creek  Church,  Pontotoc  Association 


4.  Christian  Ministry,  Wade  Church,  Moss  Point  ^  7.  Youth  Picnic,  Sardis  Lake  Church,  Sardis 


Just  for  the  Record 
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Revivals  & 
Homecomings 


11.  Plain  way  Church,  Laurel, 
recently  held  homecoming 
services.  Shown  are  J. 
Nonnie  Jefcoat,  pastor,  and 
former  pastors,  Harold  C. 
Ishee,  and  Kent  Megehee. 

12.  Bayou  Talla  Fellowship 
Church,  Kiln,  is  hosting  the 
4th  annual  I  Love  America 
Celebration  and  Bar-B-Q 
Cook-off  on  July  3,  planned 
to  raise  funds  for  needs  in 
the  community.  Morning 
services  are  at  10  a.m.  with 
the  cook-off  beginning  at  6 
p.m.  Inflatable  rides,  dunk¬ 
ing  booths,  games,  and 
fireworks  will  be  provided. 
Call  (228)  255-1118  for 
information. 


Bible  drillers.  Front  row: 
Zak  McDaniel,  Justin  Hud¬ 
son,  Ryan  Regan,  Bailee 
Fleming,  Luther  Bullock, 
and  Isaac  Bowlin;  Wack  row: 
Leah  Bowlin,  ^avannah 
Newton,  M^ddison  Smith, 
Noah  Bowfin,  and  Tanner 


Oakdale  C^rch,  Brandon, 
recognizes  it^  Bible  drillers. 
Shown  are  Evelyn  Houston, 
director;  Kayleigh  Downey, 
Andrew  Hudson,  Elizabefn 
Rodgers,  Andrew  Greer, 
and  Michael  McKnight. 

Promss  Church,  McComb, 
held  homecoming  services 
June  5  marking  7/  years  as 
a  church,  with  108  pre¬ 
sent.  Shown  are  Billy 
Simmons,  pastor,  and 
Wanda  Henry,  a  charter 
member  of  the  church. 


Troy  First  Church,  Pontotoc 
Association:  Homecoming, 
June  26, 10:30  a.m.  followed  by 
covered  dish  lunch.  Grant 
Stegall,  First  Church,  Crystal 
Spring's,  preaching;  Greg 
Hemdon,  host  pastor. 

Corinth  Church,  Heidel¬ 
berg:  Homecoming  and 

Revival,  July  17-20;  Sun.,  10 
a.m.  with  lunch  following; 
Sun.-Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Jim  Pender, 
speaking;  Kevin  Bishop, 
music;  Bill  Riley,  pastor. 

Murphy  Creek  Church, 
Louisville:  Revival,  June 
26-29;  Sun.,  11  a.m.  and  6 
p.m.;  Mon.-  Wed.,  11  a.m.  and 
7  p.m.;  Charles  Smith,  evange¬ 
list;  Sean  Greer,  music;  Walter 
Simmons,  pastor. 

Salem  Church,  Carthage: 
Homecoming,  June  26, 11  a.m.*, 
and  Revival,  June  27-July  1, 
7  p.m.  Evangelist,  Randall 
Creel;  Jerry  Poole,  pastor. 

New  Hope  Church,  Tupelo: 
Revival,  June  12-15;  Sun.,  11 
a.m.  and  6  p.m;  Mon.-Wed.,  7 
p.m.  P.  J.  Scott,  preaching;  Jeff 
Chamblee,  music;  Lowell 
Johnson,  pastor. 

Pleasant  Grove  Church, 
Gore  ^rings:  Revival,  June 
19-24;  Sun.,  6  p.m.;  Mon.-Fri., 
7  p.m.  Different  sp>eaker  each 
night;  Neil  Gant,  pastor. 

First  Church,  Marion: 
Homecoming,  June  26;  Sunday 
School,  9:45  a.m.,  followed  bv 
worship  and  covered  dish 
lunch;  Bill  Webb,  guest  speak¬ 
er;  Steve  Jordan,  pastor. 


1 1 .  Homecoming  Services,  Plainway  Church,  Laurel 


13.  Dumas  Church,  Dumas, 
held  a  Baby  Dedication 
Service  May  8.  Pastor 
Scott  Hudson  conducted 
the  service  for  15  babies 
and  children  and  their 
parents. 


14.  First  Church,  Saltillo,  held 
a  year  end  party  for  the 
preschool  choir.  Shown  are 
Karen  Mathis,  leader;  Tanner 
Mears,  Abigail  Mears,  Alexis 
Littrell,  Abbie  Katherine 
Smith,  Chloe  DeVaughn, 
and  Nikki  Pittman,  leader. 


1 3.  Baby  Dedication,  Dumas  Church,  Dumas 


BAPTISTS 


15.  South  McComb  Church, 
McComb,  recognizes  its 


15.  Bible  Drillers,  South  McComb  Church,  McComb 


14.  Preschool  Choir  Party,  First  Church,  Saltillo 


1 7.  Homecoming  Celebration,  Progress  Church,  McComb 


16.  Bible  Drillers,  Oakdale  Church,  Brandon 
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Bibliocipher 

By  Charles  Marx,  1^32  ■  200‘- 


■  2004 

copyrighted  2005 

EVIDRV  EVXM  WZR  ZCEI 
VXAA,  EVXCSX  FVTAA 
BZCX  VTCW  ETQX  EVXB; 
EVIDRV  EVXM  SAZBU  DC 
El  VXTIXC,  EVXCSX  KZAA 
Z  UOZCR  EVXB  WIKC. 

TBIFCZCX;  EKI 
Clue:  B  =  M 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  and 
exercise  your  Bible  knowledge.  A 
King  James  Version  Bible  verse  has 
been  encoded  by  letter  substitution. 
The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by  trial 
and  error.  Answer  to  last  week's 
puzzle:  Mark  Two:  Twenty. 


1.  Mary  Dean  Hollis,  Blue 
Mountain  College  (BMC) 
National  Alumnae  Assoc¬ 
iation  (NAA)  historian  for 
the  past  50  years,  was 
recently  honored  by  the 
NAA  for  her  service  in  pre¬ 
serving  the  history  of  BMC 
and  her  role  as  curator  of 
the  May  Garner  Black 
Alumnae  Room.  Kathy 
Voyles,  NAA  president, 
announced  that  the  Assoc¬ 
iation's  historical  doll  col- 
lechon,  containing  over  130 
dolls  dating  from  the  1800s 
to  the  present,  was  being 
named  me  Mary  Dean  Hollis 
Historical  Doll  Collection 
of  Blue  Mountain  College. 

2.  Mississippi  College  (MC) 

alumni  and  friends  are 
invited  to  attend  the  annu¬ 
al  ice  cream  fellowshm  at 
the  Southern  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention,  Nashville,  Term., 
June  21,  7-10  p.m., 

Nashville  Convention 
Center,  Level  One,  room 
111.  For  more  information, 
call  the  MC  Alumni  Office 
at  (601)  925-3228. 

3.  William  Carey  College 
(WCC)  will  host  an  alumni 
luncheon  June  21,  12:15 
p.m.  at  the  Renaissance 
Hotel,  Nashville,  Tenn., 
room  2,  level  3,  during  the 
Southern  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion.  Cost  is  $20;  for  more 
information  or  reserva¬ 
tions,  call  Donna  Wheeler 
at  (800)  962-5991,  ext.  167. 

4.  The  WCC  Alumni 
Association  invites  Carey 


alumni  and  friends  of  the 
college  to  an  Atlanta  Braves 

f;ame  July  9.  The  tour 
eaves  the  Hattiesburg 
campus  7:30  a.m.  and 
includes  stops  at 
Moundville  State  Park  and 
Kennesaw  Mountain 
National  Battlefield.  The 
tour  returns  to  Hattiesburg 
July  10.  For  cost,  reserva¬ 
tions,  and  other  informa¬ 
tion,  call  (601)  318-6167  or 
(800)  962-5991,  ext.  167. 


5.  New  Orleans  Seminary 
will  hold  graduate  level 
classes  at  MC  and  under¬ 
graduate  courses  at 
Broadmoor  Church, 
Madison.  Classes  begin 
Aug.  22.  All  students  vmo 
have  not  participated  in 
New  Student  Orientation 
are  required  to  attend 
Aug.  15  at  3  p^.m.  at  MC 
and  2  p.m.  at  Broadmoor. 
Returning  students  must 
register  online  by  July  25; 
new  students  must  com¬ 
plete  and  send  all  paper¬ 
work  to  NOBTS 
Registrater's  Office,  3939 
Gentilly  Blvd.,  New 
Orleans,  LA  70126.  For 
information  on  graduate 
courses,  including  cost 
and  schedule,  contact  Eric 
Pratt,  program  director,  at 
(601)  925-3235  or  e-mail  at 
epratt@mc.edu.  For  infor¬ 
mation  on  undergraduate 
courses,  contact  Julius 
Thompson,  program 
director,  at  (601)  856-4341 
or  by  e-mail  at 
Thompson.Julius@world- 
net.att.net. 


LITTLE  GIANT  MFC.  CO 

BAPTISTRIES 
WATER  HEATERS 
STEEPLES 
.  CROSSES 


TOLL  FREE  1-800-231-6035 


OLiBVay  BUS  SALES 


Bun*  prandtd  lor  UWMty  by 

Carpenter  Bus  Sales 


1-800-370-6180  •  carpenterbus.com 
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Classified  Ads 

1 

FINALLY  AFFORDABLE  HEALTH 
INSURANCE  for  the  self  employed.  Call 
(800)  541-8196.  Provided  by  Mega 
I nsurance,  vwvw.chrisiurner-ins.com . 
HOPPER  CLASS  STUDIO,  CUSTOM 
thurch  windows,  reworking  and  repair, 
Columbus/lackson,  (877)  477-1899. 
RECOVER  CHURCH  PEWS.  Let  us  cover 
or  rjecover  your  church  pews.  Free  esti- 
mates,  call  Bobby  Otts,  (662)  512-571 3. 


NORRIS  BOOKBINDING  COMPANY, 
INC.,  old  Bibles  rebound.  Also,  church 
bulletins  and  hymnals.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation  call  (662)  453-7424  or  fax  us  at 
(662)  455-6743. 


CHURCH  PEW  UPHOLSTERY,  free 
estimates.  Davis  Upholstery,  Quitman, 
Miss.,  phone  (601)  776-6617. 


SEBREN'S  SIDING,  lACKSON,  CHRISTIAN 
OWNED.  All  home  improvements,  vinyl 
siding,  wirxlows,  metal  and  shingle  roofs, 
patio  covers,  screen  and  glass  rooms.  (601) 
992-2092,  Don  &  Rita  Sebren,  owners. 


CHRISTIAN  LONG  DISTANCE,  3.9  cents 
■  ‘‘•'State,  4.9  cents  in  state.  No  monthly 
Call  (866)  587-8346  or 
*‘^*lxon^iaroldtt. 


STAINED  GLASSWORKS,  INC.,  serving 
MS  &  AL  since  1992.  Call  (800)  605-2970. 
FOR  SALE:  EIGHTEEN  PASSENGER 
MINI  BUS,  1988  Ford  diesel,  good  con¬ 
dition.  $2,500,  Cedar  Haven  Baptist 

Church,  (662)  895-5603.  _  _ 

TWO  CEMETERY  PLOTS,  Lakewood 
Memorial  F^rk.  Relocation,  will  sell  very 
reasonable.  Selling  price  now  5/1/05, 
$1,600  -  $1,700  each.  Will  sell  much 
less.  Call  (601)  847-1804. 

MINISTER  OF  STUDENTS/RECRE¬ 
ATION  —  responsible  for  approx.  100 
students.  Sixth  grade-college/coordinat¬ 
ing  recreation  activities.  Four  year 
degree/seminary  preferred.  Must  have  a 
passion  for  soul-winning  and  desciple- 
ship  of  students.  Send  resumes  to  FBC 
Mt.  Olive,  3200  Mt  Olive  Rd,  Mt.Olive, 
AL  35117,  attn:  D.  Alford  or  huguley- 

family^bellsouth.net. _ 

GROWING  SUBURBAN  CHURCH  with 
500+  in  Sunday  school  searching  for 
minister  of  discipleship/outreach.  Send 
resume  to  search  committee.  First  Baptist 
Church,  3223  N.  Gallagher  Road,  Dover, 
Florida  33527. 


ARKANSAS  BAPTIST  CHILDREN'S 
HOMES  (ABC  Homes),  is  seeking  house 
parent  couples  for  its  home  for  children  in 
Monticello  and  at  its  boys  ranch  near 
Harrison.  Contact  Randy  Luper  in 
Monticello  at  (870)  367-5358 

(rluper@abchomes.org)  or  Bill  Vonder- 
Mehden  in  Harrison  at  (870)  741-5784 
(bvondermehden@abchomes.org). 
ABCHomes  is  an  agency  of  the  AR  Baptist 
State  Convention  and  is  compliant  with 
Section  504  of  the  Rehab  Act  of  1973. 


WANTED  TO  BUY:  ALTA  WOODS 
BAPTIST  COOKBOOKS,  40  Years 


Together  and  50  Years  Around  the  Table. 
Grandchildren  want  copies  of  their  own! 
Call  Frances  Thorne  at  (662)  226-4878. 


AFFORDABLE  BEACHSIDE  VACA¬ 
TION  CONDOS,  www.gulfshorescon- 
dos.com.  All  size  units  available. 
Summer  special,  2  night  weekend 
$195,  4  weeknights  $430.  Efficiency 
unit  (2  adults  2  kids).  Good  5/26  -  8/6, 
(205)  556-0368  or  (205)  554-1524. 


HEIOaBBIG  STAINED  CLASS,  Meridian. 
Design,  fabrication,  repair.  Fax  illustrations 
to  (601 )  483-7958  or  call  (800)  368-2705. 


1 .  Mary  Dean  Hollis  Historical  Doll  Collection,  BMC 


VBS 


Big  Level  Church,  Wig¬ 
gins:  June  27-July  1,  6:00-9:00 
p.m.  vChildren  age  4-sixth 
grade.  For  addition^  informa¬ 
tion,  caU  (601)  528-9412. 

First  Church,  Crystal 
Springs:  The  Kingdom  of  tf\e 
Son,  A  Prayer  Safari, .  June 
20-24,  9  a.m.-12  p.m.; 

preschoc4-6th  grade;  call  (601) 
892-1149  for  information. 

Cairo  Church,  Ecru: 
Ramblin'  Road  Trip,  Jvme  19- 
24,  6  p.m.-9  p.m.,  for 


preschool-adult.  William  G. 
Dowdy,  pastor. 


Moorhead  Church,  Moor¬ 
head:  June  20-24,  6  p.m.-8:30 
.m.;  3  years-6th  grade;  Larry 
'.  Haggard,  pastor. 


ft' 


Mt.  Horeb  Church, 
Meridian;  Ramblin'  Road 
Trip;  registration,  June  11,  10 
a.m.-l  p.m.;  June  19-24,  6:30 
p.m.-9  p.m.  Liz  Creighton, 
VBS  director;  Nick  Htolden, 
pastor;  call  (^1)  693-3085  for 
more  information. 


MS  Positions 


PART-TIME  COOK  needed  to  prepare 
Wednesday  night  fellowship  meals.  Send 
resume  to  Hillcrest  Baptist  Church,  5950 
Terry  Road,  Byram,  MS  39272,  or  call 

(601)  372-0132. _ 

FULL-TIME  MINISTER  OF  YOUTH/ 
ASSOCIATE  PASTOR;  Heucks  Retreat 
Baptist  Church,  Brookhaven,  Miss.,  seek¬ 
ing  a  full-time  minister  of  youth/associ¬ 
ate  pastor.  Please  send  resumes  and  ref¬ 
erences  to  Heucks  Retreat  Baptist 
Church,  2167  Heucks  Retreat  Rd.,  NE, 
Brookhaven,  MS  39601,  attn:  chairman, 

personnel  committee. _ 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHILDREN'S  MINISTRIES: 
BrarxJon  Baptist  Church.  Director  resportsi- 


ble  for  birth  through  sixth  grade  activities 
and  ministry.  Requirements  include  four- 
year  college  degree,  organization  and  min¬ 
istry  experience.  Send  resume  to  BBC,  104 
Courtyard,  BrarxJon,  MS  39042,  attn: 

Tommie  Lou  Ball,  search  committee. _ 

YOUTH  MINISTER:  Brandon  Baptist 
Church.  Minister  will  be  responsible  for 
seventh  grade  through  college  activities 
and  ministry.  Requirements  include  four- 
year  college  degree,  seminary  degree 
desired,  organization  skills  and  not  less 
than  two  (2)  years  experience  in  youth 
ministry.  Send  resume  to  BBC,  104 
Courtyard,  Brandon,  MS  39042,  attn: 
Tommie  Lou  Ball,  search  committee. 
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Practical  Principles 


!<'!'  Christian  Living 
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18.  Big  Springs  Church, 
Brookhaven,  Field  a  special 
service  to  dedicate  their 
recently  completed  baptis¬ 
tery.  Shown  are  some  or  the 
church  members  who  par¬ 
ticipated  in  the  event.  ^ 

19.  'Big  Springs  Church, 

Brookhaven,  neld  a  special 
service  to  honor  their 
Sunday  School  teachers  and 
long-time  Sunday  School 
members.  Those  with 

glaques  are  the  oldest 
unday  School  members 
and  those  with  certificates 
are  Sunday  School  teachers. 

20.  The  senior  adults  from 
Ridgecrest  Church,  Mad¬ 
ison,  attended  the  Celebrate 
Life  Conference  in  St. 
Louis,  Mo.,  April  24-25. 
Shown  are  the  participants. 


1 8.  Baptistery  Dedication,  Big  Springs  Church,  Brookhaven 


Just  for  the  Record 


By  Jimmy  Porter 

Front  page... 
Clarion  Ledger,  June 
9,  2005  —"Judge 
denies  Killen  trial 
delay."  Edgar  Ray 
Porter  Killen  is  scheduled 
to  go  on  trial  for  the 
June  21,  1964  slai^gs  of  James 
Chaney,  Michael  Schwemer,  and 
Andrew  Goodman.  Once  again, 
Mississippi  race  relations  are  in  the 
national  spotlight 

I  graduated  from  Philadel¬ 
phia  Wgh  School  in  1963  and 
pastoreci  churches  in  Neshoba 
County  from  1963  to  1970.  I 
watch^  federal  marshals  and 
others  search  fields  and  remote 
places  for  the  bodies  of  the  three 
slain  civil  rights  workers.  I, 
along  with  omers,  felt  the  ten¬ 
sion  and  sensed  the  fear  that  had 
a  strangle  hold  on  the  majority 
of  the  people.  As  with  most,  I 
was  in  total  shock  that  such 
hatred  could  exist  in  our  town. 

In  recent  months  I  have  been 
asked  often,  "How  do  you  feel 
about  the  trial?"  "Should  it  be 
happening?"  "What  good  will 


Since  you  asked. . . 


it  do  to  drag  up  old  » 
feelings,  etc.?"  Xan't  f 
we  just  let  it  go  away?" 

What  follows  is  an 
honest  attempt  to  come 
to  grips  with  all  these 
questions. 

First,  I  do  not  believe  / 

there  are  "statutes  of  I  /f 
limitations"  placed  on 
biblical  mandates. 

There  are  no  God- 
given  time  restraints  on  j3g(  > 
forgiveness,  reconcilia- 
tion,  and  peacemaking.  tM 
God  does  not  have  a  UV 
time  clock  on  making  '  j 

wrongs  as  right  as  we  IF' 
possibly  can,  even  though  ^  ' 
the  murders  happened  'A'  ^ 
over  40  years  ago.  V 

Second,  I  am  thankful 
God  gives  to  each  of  us  not  SjIf 
only  second  but  numer- 
ous  opportunities  to  do 
the  proper  thing. 
Therefore,  I  believe  our 
law  enforcement  agencies,  our 
judicial  system,  ana  the  citizens 
of  Mississippi  deserve  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  review  the  situation  in 
a  calmer,  saner  atmosphere. 


The  traditional  visual  symbol 
j  -  of  "Justice" 

right  and  wrong;  the 
sword  is  to  punish 
the  guilty;  the  blind- 
fold  is  to  show  that 
she  is  impartial. 

This  all  presup- 
poses  she  is  not 
i  deaf  because  she 

t  must  listen  to  all 

the  evidence  put 
be-fore  her.  Perhaps 
"Justice"  did  the  best 
she  could  under  the 
circumstances  40 
3  years  ago,  but  she 
Lm  needs  another 

^  >  chance  in  a  less 

^  charged  environment. 

The  third  thing  I've  learned 
by  experience  is  mat  pain  often 
precedes  healing.  Once  I  steppied 


on  broken  glass  and  unknowing¬ 
ly  a  piece  lodged  in  my  foot.  For 
a  couple  of  weeks  it  appeared  to 
get  well  but  one  misstep  and  it 
would  start  bleeding  again. 
When  a  doctor  finally  removed 
the  glass,  my  foot  healed  com- 
plet^y.  It  was  painful  getting  the 
glass  out,  but  it  paved  the  way 
for  the  cure. 

This  trial  will  be  painful  to  all 
the  involved  families  and  their' 
descendants,  but  my  prayer  is 
that  it  will  help  tne  healing 
process  and  bring  all  of  us  to  a 
point  to  where  we  can  move  for¬ 
ward  together.  No,  it  is  not  going 
to  be  a  magic  cure  for  all  our 
racial  problems,  but  it  will  help 
some  of  us.  In  no  way  would  I 
dare  presume  the  guilt  or  inno¬ 
cence  of  Mr.  Killen.  That  is  up  to 
the  courts  to  decide,  and  we 
must  live  with  their  decision. 
But  we  don't  have  to  continue 
living  with  the  racism  and  preju¬ 
dices  of  the  past.  We  can  cnoose 
to  do  better. 

According  to  Ed  Deuschle, 
Director  of  Church  Planting, 

^  there  are  76  different  people 
groups  in  Mississippi.  OAnglo 


churches  are  planting  African 
American  and  Hispanic  churches 
and  sharing  facilities  with  other 
groupis.  Our  churches  are  joining 
with  different  people  groups  to 
"go  on  mission."  Sometimes  it  is 
across  town  and  sometimes  it  is 
across  the  ocean.  Deuschle  states 
that  each  Sunday  Mississippi 
Baptist  congregations  worship  m 


African 


^nine  different  languages.  Yes,  it  is 
a  new  day,  and  I  am  excited 
about  our  future. 

Mississippi  is  truly  multicul¬ 
tural  and  multiethfiic,  and  it 
becomes  our  responsibility  to 
bring  our  world  to  Christ,  thus 
overcoming  social,  racial,  eco¬ 
nomic  and  language  barriers. 
Apostle  Paul  said  it  l^t,  "There 
is  neither  Jew  nor  Greek,  slave 
nor  free,  male  nor  female,  for 
you  are  all  one  in  Christ  Jesus," 
(Galatians  3:28).  May  we  do  all 
we  can  to  become  one  in  Christ, 
even  if  it  means  revisiting  our 
past  and  dealing  with  it. 

Porter  is  executive  director- 
treasurer  of  the  Christian  Action 
Commission.  He  can  be  reached  at 
jporier@chrihiartaction.com. 


5es.  Yes,  it  is 
am  excited 


BAPTISTS 


1 9.  Sunday  School  Honorees,  Big  Springs  Church,  Brookhaven 


20.  Senior  Adult  Trip,  Ridgecrest  Church,  Madison 
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^  „  Ms.  Pwy  A.  SylvcSf** 

Tom  Sparks 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Jack  McRee 
Marttyn  Speed 

Un^y  A  Emma  Lampeon 
A  Family 
Roy  Spcichls 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Herman  L.  Dungan  Jr. 
Aaies  Spence 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Sedric  W.  Smith 
Grace  Stevens 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Charles  Sanderson 
Loi  Stewart 

Lindsay  A  Emma  Lampton 
A  Family 
HaroM  Strincer 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Hennan  L.  Dungan  Jr. 
Clara  M.  Roberts 
Brenda  Robertson 
Thelma  Sones 
Mr.  Luther  Sykes 

Rev.  Tony  Faulk  A  Family 
Pauline  Thames 

Stanton  Baptist  Church 
Rebecca  Thompson 

Mrs.  Lillian  S.  Thoma.s 
Essie  Tindoll 

Carolyn  Hisaw 


SiCeHey 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Walter  B.  Moore 
Mr.  Bud  Crawford 

Dr.  A  Mrs.  Linud  D.  Jayroe 

G.  H.  Creel 

Dr.  Tony  L.  Humphries 
Thomas  Crow 

Ms.  Savannah  W.  Kcllum 
Mrs.  EHen  McNcer  Daves 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  William  A.  Switzer 
BUI  Davis 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Keith  Recce 
Donnie  Sue  Dempsey 

Robbie  A  Debra  Sullivan 
Jessie  Polk  Diffnent 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Joel  Wayne  Polk 
Mrs.  Rebecca  Dixon 

Dr.  A  Mrs.  Linuel  D.  Jayroe 
Eunice  S.  Douglas 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Howard  Bridges 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Dowdy 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Waller  B.  Moore 
Mr.  Dale  Drummonds 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Billy  Mangold 
Louise  Duck 

Bethel  Baptist  Church 
Mignhon  Dusenbery 

Ms.  Pamela  M.  Hawthorne 
Mr  Billy  Earles 

Brock  Accounting 
Hilda  Eaves 

Mrs.  Dot  Porter 
Lee  Edwards 

The  Fidelis  SSC- 
Morrison  HeighLs  BC 
R.J.  Edwards 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Wallace  A.  Clay 
Billy  Faust 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Ellis  O.  Cummins 

.lewd  Flanagan 

Mr.  &  .Mrs  Robert  H.  Coleman 
Herma  Forbes 

Mr  &  Mrs  Billy  Ncsbii 
Marie  Furman 

.Stanton  Baptist  Church 
F'.  E.  F'ortenberry 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Glen  1).  Fortenberry 
Zelda  F'ortenberry 

Lindsay  &  Emma  Lampion 
&  Family 
Johnnie  Ruks  F'ux 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Max  W\  Holieyman 
('Mee  Brown  F'reeman 

Lindsay  A  Emma  l.ampton 
&  Family 

Annie  Ruth  (>atlin 

Mr  A  Mrs.  Bamev  J.  Alhntlon 
William  (liger 

The  Moore  Family 
Mr.  Clarence  R.  (lilbeii 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Craig  Ha.skins 
Brock  Accounting 
Harmony  Class,  FBC-McComb 
Mrs.  Mildred  O.  Fountain 
Lucas  (liltie 

Mr  Harold  G.  Marx  Sr 
Henry  (*oddard 

Mrs.  Beatrice  V.  Haynes 
Forrest  Z.  («o«s 

Ms.  Georgia  G.  McCormick 

H.  C,  Green 

Mr  A  Mrs.  Cecil  Glen  Polk 
Keith.  Janice  A  Jessica  Bridges 
Mr.  R.  H.  Grenn 

Brock  Accounting  \ 

('karles  l^yton  Hamrtc  \ 

Mis.s  Alva  Merle  Blanton 
Clayton  Walker  Hamrk 

Miss  Alva  Merle  Blanton 
Mr.  James  Curry  Harden 

Mr  A  Mrs.  E.  L.  Bcnnen  Jr 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Ellis  O.  Cummins 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Geratd  T  Taylor 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Burley  Smith 
Marion  Harris 

Ms.  Nin»j.  Herbert 
Rusty  Sinn 

William  E.  (Billy)  Hassellc 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  S.  S.  Crocker 
F^lalne  Heliums 

Ladies  SSC.  Banner  BC-Brucc 
Mrs.  Annette  Hensley 

Mr  A  Mrs  Paul  D  Allen 
Mr.  (teorge  Herndon 

Mrs.  Imogcne  L.  Penn 
Donnis  Hill 

Bettie  Lindley  A  John 
Dell  Hucahcc 
Thoma-s  Hotcomb 

Ms.  Jean  Saucier 
Troy  Holcomb 

Mrs,  Wcczic  Colder 
F^win  Earl  Hood 

Mr  A  Mrs.  Billy  Mangold 
Mrs.  Wadie  HowdI 

Brock  Accouming 
Rev.  James  A.  Hurt 

Mr  A  Mrs.  Roben  N  Wallers 
Jack  Johnson 

Phiicne  A  Stuart  Allen 
Jerry  Jondahl 

Mr  &  Mrs.  Robert  L.  Wilson 
Jod  Jones 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Billy  T.  Gaddis 

Mrx.  Mary  Loyce  Joim 


Mr.  A  Mrs.  Phillip  R.  Hilton 
Brock  Accounting 

Trudy  Jones 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Joe  C.  Davidson 
LamfeKcnUMfo^ 

Mr.  A  Mrs  Phillip  R  Hilton 
Ivy  Lauren  Keen 

Odie  A  Brenda  Keen 
Mr  Dickey  KendaU 

Brock  Accounting 
Mary  Kennard 

Ms.  LaDdl  Graham 
Mr.  VirgU  King,  Sr. 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  James  Hull 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Charles  Hull 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Oliver  N.  King 
Ann  Kyle 

Van  Seales  Disciple&hip  Training 
Mrs.  Ethdine  Lambuth 
Brock  Accounting 
Mr.  W.  F.  Und 

The  Langford  Family 
The  Marshall  Family 
Julie  Lee 

Mr  A  Mrs.  Tom  Coward  Jr 
Ophelia  Lindley 

Bettie  Lindley  &  John 
Ddl  Hucabee 
('orinne  Lindsey 

Stanton  Baptist  Church 
Douglas  l^vom 

Mrs.  Allyne  Statham 
Ted  Manlon 

Mr  A  Mrs.  Howard  Bridges 

Kay  Masa 

Mr  SheiTcll  R.  Sturdivant 
Nevie  McArthur 

Mr  A  Mrs.  Gene  D.  Saucier 
Mrs.  Judy  McC'ollum 

Mr  &  Mrs  Paul  B  Jactvb 
Mrs:  Iris  Md'urdy 

Mr  A  Mrs.  Harold  Tims 
Doris  McDaniel 

Mr  &  .Mrs.  Jim  Michael 
Mrs.  F'va  Ndl  McDaniel 
Mr  A  Mrs  Bob  Nix 
Ray  McDonald 

Mr  A  Mrs.  Tommy  Bell 
Hubert  McDowell 

Adult  IV  SSC.  FUC-Louisvillc 
Marianne  Metjrath 

Trustmark  National  Bank 
BYKCJTA  Ladies  III  SSC. 
Ea-slside  B 
Inez  Mciiraw 

Mrs.  l.ee  Audis  Jayroe 
Inez  Mcfiuire 

Sara  Costner 

hDs.  Evdyn  H.  McIntosh 

Mr  A  Mrs.  W.  M.  Stampicy 
Mr  &  Mrs.  Leon  C.  McWilliams 
Braxton  McKinley 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Glen  D.  Fortenberry 
Dr.  Charles  H.  Melton 

Mrs.  Frances  Allen  Hart 
Ms.  Martha  M.  Putnam 
F^telle  Merefiani 

Terry  A  Myma  White 
Mrs.  N'irginia  Miller 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Bob  Nix 
Arnold  B.  Moore 

Mr  A  Mrs.  William  Switzer 
A  Paula 
F^rline  Moore 

Pleasant  Hill  Baptist  Church 
Mrs.  Mary  Agnes  Moore 

Ms.  Margie  M.  Langston 
Mrs.  Ivouisc  Moorer 

Mr  A  Mrs.  Jim  Keyser 
Doris  Bearden  Muse 

Mr  A  Mrs  Donald  E.  Perkins 
Vernon  Myers 

Brock  Accounting 
.Steve  Nash,  Jr. 

Mr.  James  C.  Peay 
Mrs.  Minnie  Netterville 

Mr  A  Mrs.  Mike  Beattie 
Mrs.  Sue  New 

Mr  A'Mrs.  Paul  D.  Allen 
Mr.  John  E.  Newman 
Brock  Accounting 
J.  Alfred  Nowdl 

Mrs.  Betty  N.  Richardson 
James  W.  Nowdl 

Mrs.  Betty  N.  Richardson 
Johnny  Parish 

Watkins  SSC.  FBC-Collins 
Alice  Pilutti 

Mrs.  Rose  M.  Faircloth 
Mrs.  Bemell  Rainer 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Rhcn  W.  Pierce 
Eunice  Reese 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Paul  D.  Allen 
Simon  L.  Renfro  IV 

Mis.s  Alva  Merle  Blanton 
Debbie  Rke 

Mrs.  Era  C.  Peters 
Mr.  Vernon  Rin^ 

Brock  Accounting 
(>racc  Roark 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Williiam  R.  Azlin 

Windham  Eugene  Robbins 
FBC  l\ipdo 

Baby  Jackson  Robertson 
Mrs.  Imogene  L.  Penn 


Mrs.  Nina  Robinson 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  James  H.  Huggins 
Mrs.  Jime  S.  Siepbenson 
Ms.  lieu  W.  Graham 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Hubert  T.  Kendrick 
Mr.  Kenneth  Snub 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Jerry  Powell 
Ruth  Scarborough 

Mrs.  Margaret  B.  Young 
Connie  Shaffer 

Mr  &  Mrs  John  J.  Watson 
W.  C.  Shoemake 

Bettie  Lindley  A  John  Dell 
Hucabee 
Gladys  Sims 

Lindsay  A  Emma  Lampion 
A  Family 
Mildred  Sims 

Kurt  A  Kim  Jordan 
Ms.  Julia  Sims 

Mrs.  Helen  Garrard 
Mr.  Eamard  Slayton 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Rhen  W.  Pierce 
Mr.  DuHl  Smith 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Jerry  Thomas 
Mr.  WUIma  Smith 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Robert  Caldwell 
Mrs.  Willie  Mae  Smith 


THE  VILLAGE 
VIEW 


Mr.  A  Mrs.  Charles  O.  Walter 
Kenneth  Jason  Vbic 

Hon.  Cynthia  D.  Davis 
AHcc^Dera"  Walker 
"  Mr.  A  Mrs.  Wasson  Henry 
Mrs.  Maxine  Ward 

Ms.  Dorothy  P.  Ward 
Mr.  Richard  Ward 

William  E..  William  M..  A 
Dianne  S.  Hathom 
Mr.  Terry  Watkins 

Ms.  Betty  Cryder 
Mrs.  Mary  >Vhile 

Thmnas  Holden  SSC, 
Emmanuel  BC 
Mr.  Elmer  C.  Wilkinson 

Mens  SSC.  FBC*Madison 
J.  C.  Williams 

David  A  Johnnie  Oswald 
Mrs.  Helen  R.  Wilson 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Dennis  L.  McFliai) 
James  P.  Wright 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Donald  E.  Perkins 
Mr.  James  H.  Wright 

Lauderdale  County  Bpt  A.s$oc 
Josephine  Young 

Mrs.  Margaret  B.  Young 


To  schedule  a  guest  speaker  from 
The  Baptist  Children's  Village 
to  share  in  your  VBS  mission  time 
or  commencement  service, 
please  contact  Celeste  Cade  at 
ccade@baptistchildrensvillage.com 
or  call  601-922-2242. 


Dr.  Rory  Lee,  Excutive  Director 

P.O.  Box  27  •  Clinton.  MS  39060-0027 
(601 )  922-2242  •  E-mail:  bcvl  @misnet.com 
www.bapti.stchildrensvillage.com 


Gifts  of  Honor  and  Memory 


A  portion  of  The  Village  View  is  allocated  each 
month  to  a  list  of  Gifts  of  Honor  and  Memory.  Many 
groups  and  individuals  elect  to  pay  tribute  to  others 
through  this  sensitive,  meaningful,  and  helpful  medium. 
This  feature  is  hopefully  designed  to  further  honor, 
with  taste  and  respect,  those  who  are  and  have  been 
special  to  our  special  friends. 

May  26- June  12  MKMORiAt  s 

Honors  Mrs.  l.<ois  Adams 

Mrs.  Edwina  M  Wise  ^ 
Mrs.  Margaret  W.  Akers 

Dr.  A  Mrs.  Linuel  D.  Jayroe 
Mrs.  Lynn  Ashley 

Carlos  A  Bernice  Pcfren 
Martha  Aurell  >  ^ 

Lindsay  &  Emma  Lamp^ 

&  Family 

Mrs.  l.essie  Mae  Barlow 
Mrs.  Betty  J.  A.shley 
Janice  Barre 

Stanton  Baptist  Church 
Mr.  James  D.  "Buddy”  Barton 

Rev.  &  Mrs.  Joseph  B.  Knight 
Mr.  Curtis  Bishop 

Lindsay  A  Emma  Lampton 
A  Family 
Brock  Accounting 
Daniel  Boone 

Mrs.  Sue  Germany 
Jeff  Bowen 

Gore  Springs  School  Reunion 
Mrs.  Nona  Joyner  Boykin 
Mrs  Imogene  L.  Penn 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  S.  S.  Crocker 

-  Ellen  Brown  Brlster 
i  Mrs  Lorena  B.  Newman 
Mr.  Paul  Brooks 

-  Dr.  &  Mrs.  Linuel  D.  Jayroe 
V  Mr.  Dewey  H.  Brown,  Jr. 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Larry  Oakes 
Bovina  Baptist  Cliurch 
Mae  Brown 

Mrs.  Margaret  B  Young 
Mrs.  Leota  Brunson 

Brock  Accounting 
David  Bryan 

Bud  A  Gloria  Hendnx 
HaroM  Burrts 

Adult  IV  SSC.  F3('-Louisville 
Mrs.  Robbie  Cain 

Carol.  Gordon,  A  Kirk  Watkins 
Howard  N.  Cathey 

Mrs  Louise  F.  Cathey 
Shirley  Porter  Clemoas 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Jack  D.  Sumrall 
Pam  ('outes 

Mr  A  M'S.  James  A.  Carpenter  Jr. 
James  E,  ('ole 

Mr.  &  Mn.  Jack  D  Sumrall 
Jimmy  Collier 

Bill  A  Freddie  Ann  Greer 
Mrs.  Ivy  Cook 

Mrs.  Carrie  S.  Evans 


T  months 


The  W  ilmot  (jang 

Deer  Creek  Baptist  Church 
.lune  F'.  Addkison 

Lany  Addkison 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  ('harles  Bubo 
Mrs.  Frances  S.  Kemp 
Harry  A  ('and  Bryan 

Bud  A  Glona  Hendnx 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  C'harlie  Carlisle 
Mrs.  El.sie  B  Mci^rmire 
A  Family 
Maggie  Crenshaw 
Hazel  Garrett 
David  Robert  Doerksen 
Glenda  Walls  Fry 
(tienn  Doerksen 

Glenda  Walls  Fry 
Rachel  l^eigh  Doerksen 
Glenda  Walls  Fry 
J<Hi  Luwrey  French 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Jay  Hubbard 
Carolyn  Roberts  Harlan 
Glenda  Walls  Fry 
('harles  A  Naioma  Hundley 
Glenda  Walls  Fry 
C'asey  R.  Hyselt 

Dr.  Lee  F.  Mast>n  ^  | 

Kim  Jenning.s 
Sara  Ward 
Mary  Johnson 

Mr.  A  Mrs  Aubry  L  Hays 
Mary  Alice  Jones 

'  Glenda  Walls  Fry 
Opal  R.  Jones 

Glenda  Walls  Fry 
Dr.  Joe  Luvelady 

Sanctuary  Cla.ss.  N  Oxford  BC 
Patsy  McElroy 

Glenda  Walls  Fry 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Powell  (Fgletree 
Ms  Hattie  Mae  John.son 
Ramon  &  Paulette  Prescott 

Lindsay  A  Emma  Lampton 
A  Family 

Amy  McElroy  Robeson 
Glenda  Walls  Fry 
Marsha  Buchanan  Schaller 
Glenda  Walls  Fry 
Tallie  R.  Seighman 

Dr.  1  ee  F  Mason 
Sara  Tuggle 

Glenda  Walls  Fry 


activities  for 


children  and 


teenagers  in  the 
care  of  The  Baptist 
Chiidren's  Viiiage. 


The  cost  of  providing 
summer  fun  for  160 


chiidren  and 


is  significant.  You  can 
heip  us  by  providing 

t 

the  foiiqwing:  ' 


Eibow  & 


Wendy's  Gift 
Certificates 


Build  a  Summer  Fun  Gift  Pack  with  these  items 


towel  •  sunscreen  •  flip  flops  •  goggles 
insect  repellent  •  lotion  •  aloe  vera  gel 

For  more  information  contact: 

Chrystelle  Thames 

cthames@baptistchjldrensvillage.com 
601 .922.2242 


Qwi/iChX  NteJ^ 


20  coffee  pots 
24  aprons 
20  electric  skillets 
20  fry  daddys 


20  electric  griddles  ^ 

Thank  you  to  the  individuals  who  so  kindly  and 
generously  met  the  need  for  one  resident's  clar¬ 
inet  and  another  resident's  sponsorship  for  the 
student  leadership  conference  in  Washington 
D.C.  We  are  grateful! 


Family  Bible  Study 

Get  Growing 

Philippians  2:12-16a;  3:10-19 


Rhoda  Rovce 


Mississippi  CoUege  basketball 
brightens  every  winter  for  me.  I 
marvel  at  the  feats  the  players 
accomplish.  How  can  they  sink 
those  shots  —  often  while  run¬ 
ning  and  while  dodging  oppo¬ 
nents  who  are  trying  to  stop 
them?  Observing  a  practice 
answers  that  question,  at  least 
partially.  Strenuous  daily  efforts 
enable  the  players  to  make  the 
moves  that  sometimes  look 
effortless  at  the  games,  and  each 
team  member  must  keep  grow¬ 
ing  as  a  player  for  the  whole  team 
to  earn  a  reputation  as  winners. 

In  his  epistle  to  the  Philippian 
Christians,  the  apostle  Paul  pro¬ 
vided  some  elements  of  a  train¬ 
ing  plan  for  Christian  develop¬ 
ment  and  reminded  those 
Christians,  and  us,  why  we  must 
keep  growing  as  ChnsHans,  no 
matter  how  long  we've  been  "on 


the  floor."  Interestingly, 
several  of  the  practices 
he  advised  for  growing  _ 
Christians  also  charac- 
^  terize  successful  athletes. 

Demonstrate  Obedience 
(2:12-16a)  —  The  trustworthy 
player  runs  the  assigned  laps 
whether  the  coach  is  watching  or 
not.  Such  a  person  recognizes 
that  consistent  obedience  is 
required  for  high  achievement. 
Paul  advised  the  Philippian 
Christians  to  keep  on  working 
out  in  their  lives  the  salvation 
that  God  had  begun  in  them. 
Reverence  shows  a  proper 
regard  for  the  One  who  is  work¬ 
ing  our  salvation  in  us  —  for 
what  He  has  done  in  saving  us, 
for  what  He  is  doing,  and  for 
what  He  will  complete  according 
to  his  "good  purpose."  In  such  a 
context,  gmmbling  and  arguing 
among  Christians  seem  ahnost 
as  inappropriate  as  swear  words 


Royce 


Explore  the  Bible 

Acting  on  God's  Word 

Ezekiel  12:17-28;  14:4-6 


By  Don  Schuman _ 

A  reasonable,  thinking  scien¬ 
tist  can  look  at  the  DNA  struc¬ 
ture  of  a  life  form  and  conclude 
that  a  higher  being  had  to  be 
involved  in  its  creation.  An 
astronomer  can  marvel  at  the 
splendor  of  the  cosmos  and 
believe  that  a  Creator  is  respon¬ 
sible.  Even  a  child  can  look  out 
over  a  green  field  and  believe 
that  Someone  had  to  have 
made  all  around  him. 

It  takes  the  Word  of  God  to 
reveal  that  Creator.  Only  the 
Word  of  God  reveals  the 
omnipotent,  omniscient,  eternal, 
yet  personal.  Lord  God  of  heav¬ 
en  and  earth.  Only  the  Bible 
reveals  Him  as  the  one  true  God 
in  three  Persons  —  the  Father, 
the  Son,  and  the  Holy  Spirit. 

Why  are  there  so  many  false 
religions  and  cults  in  the  world 
today?  Mankind  has  tried  to 


identify  God  apart  from 
the  Word  of  God.  Rather 
than  acting  on  God's  Schuman 
Word,  they  have  acted 
on  their  own  words,  their  own  tha 
imaginations.  Even  the  nation  of  of  ( 
Jud^  refused  to  hear  the  Word  His 
of  God  declared  through  Ezekiel.  Wil 
They  had  come  to  doubt  and  dis-  Wo 
regard  the  Word.  When  they  dar 
sought  the  Word,  it  was  for  rigl 
deceitful  purposes.  not 

1.  Declaring  the  Word  wa 
(Ezek.  12:17-20)  wit 

God's  Word  for  the  rebel-  I 
lious  nation  of  Judah  was  a  bit-  (12; 
ter  message.  The  Lord  declared  J 
that  the  people  would  eat  their  sen 
bread  with  dread  and  their  tall 
water  with  horror  (v.  17).  The  reg 
Promised  Land  would  become  cor 
a  wasteland  (v.  20).  goc 

"All  scripture  is  given  by  we 
inspiration  of  God,  and  is  prof-  ers 
itable  for  doctrine,  for  reproof,  sail 
for  correction,  for  instruction  in  goc 


in  a  Sunday  School  les- 
son.  (In  fact,  maybe  we 
should  think  about 
grumbling  and  arguing 
as  swearing  in  Sunday 
Schcx>l.  Then  maybe  we 
would  stop  grumbling 
and  arguing!) 

When  we  obey  God 
with  reverence,  our 
lives  demonstrate  a 
purity  that  makes  us 
noticeable  as  lights  in  a  dark 
world.  Because  our  lives  reflect 
Christ,  we  must  keep  on  hold¬ 
ing  firm  to  the  gospel;  the 
world  is  watching. 

Keep  On  Pursuing  the  Goal 
(3:10-16).  —  What  happens  to 
an  athlete  who  pursues  no 
goal?  Disorganization  and  dis¬ 
couragement  soon  overtake 
him.  Paul  had  a  clear  goal 
toward  which  he  was  always 
striving:  "to  know  him 

[Christ]."  This  experiential 
knowledge  comes  from  sharing 
life  experiences,  in  this  case 
sharing  Christ's  suffering, 
death,  and  resurrection  power. 
How  is  this  possible?  Giving  of 
ourselves  to  Christ  and  others 
in  accordance  with  God's  will 
helps  us  know  Christ,  and,  like 

righteousness"  (2 
Timothy  3:16).  Warren 
Wiersbe  once  explained 
that  the  Word  of  God 
teaches  us  what  is  right 
(doctrine),  what  is  not 
right  (reproof),  how  to 
get  right  (correction), 
and  how  to  stay  right 
(instruction  in  rignt- 
eousness).  ^ 

That  is  why  it  is  vital 
that  we  declare  the  whole  Word 
of  God.  Psalrh*ld9:105  describes 
His  Word  as  a  lamp  and  a  light. 
Without  the  light  of  the  whole 
Word  of  God,  we  wander  in  the 
darkness  of  our  own  sense  of 
right  and  wrong.  When  we  can¬ 
not  see  spiritually,  we  "feel  our 
way,"  which  may  not  align 
with  the  Word. 

2.  Doubting  the  Word 
(12:21-25) 

Judah  was  lulled  into  a  false 
sense  of  security  by  the  smooth 
talking  false  prophets  w.ho  dis¬ 
regarded  the  Word  of  God  and 
concocted  their  own  "feel 
good"  messages  (v.  24).  Today 
we  have  many  talented  speak¬ 
ers  who  have  replaced  ^'thus 
saith  God"  with  "this  feeleth 
good."  The  Word  of  God, 


Paul,  to  hope  to  be  raised  with 
Him  at  last.  When  our  experi¬ 
ences  are  guided  by  Christ's 
purposes,  we  come  to  know 
Him  in  a  way  we  cannot  when 
our  lives  are  dominated  by  our 
own  desires. 

Paul  knew  he  had  not 
attained  complete  spiritual 
maturity,  and  this  admission  is 
stunning  in  terms  of  the 
Christian  attainments  of  his 
life.  As  an  athlete  who  keeps 
straining  forward  toward  the 
goal,  Paul  refused  to  look  back, 
even  on  the  spiritual  accom¬ 
plishments  in  his  past.  At  no 
time  in  life  is  it  acceptable  to 
give  up  growing  as  a  Christian. 
We  are  not  saved  to  sit  idle  on 
the  sidelines  but  to  keep  run¬ 
ning  toward  our  goal  of  becom¬ 
ing  like  Christ. 

Athletes  seldom  regard 
themselves  as  perfect,  yet  they 
keep  on  striving  toward  perfec¬ 
tion.  In  a  similar  manner, 
maturing  Christians  recognize 
their  own  failures  and  spiritual 
immaturity  when  compared  to 
their  Savior  but  keep  on  grow¬ 
ing  toward  Chrishan  maturity. 
Apparently,  some  false  teachers 
of  Paul's  day  were  teaching  a 

instead  of  being  the  focal  point, 
is  casually  referenced  in  order 
to  give  the  speech  some  sem¬ 
blance  to  a  sermon.  They  treat 
the  symptom  of  sin,  separation 
from  God,  with  positive  self- 
image  rhetoric  ("flattering  div¬ 
ination")  rather  than  applying 
the  cure,  repentance  and  faith 
in  the  Savior  Jesus  Christ. 

3.  Disregarding  the  Word 
(12:26-28) 

The  people  of  Judah  had 
come  to  believe  that  judgment 
was  sometime  off  in  the  future 
(v.  27).  To  them,  Ezekiel's  mes¬ 
sage  did  not  apply  to  them,  but 
to  a  later  people. 

'  Many  today  do  not  believe 
the  Bible  applies  to  them.  They 
disregard  tne  declaration  of 
Jesus  in  John  14:6  that  He  is 
"the  way,  the  truth,  and  the 
life."  They  disregard  God's 
Word  that  declares:  "it  is 
appointed  unto  man  once  to 
die,  but  after  this  the  judg¬ 
ment"  (Heb.  9:27  KJV).  They 
disregard  the  warning  of  Jesus 
that  "wide  is  the  gate  and 
broad  is  the  way  that  leadeth  to 
destruction"  (Matthew  7:13). 

Another  mistake  in  our 
modem  times  is  to  disregard 


doctrine  of  sinless  perfection 
already  attained.  Paul  trusted 
that  God  would  reveal  the  truth 
to  his  "dear  friends'-  (2:12),  the 
Philippian  Christians. 

Follow  Worthy  Models 
(3:17-19).  —  The  world  is  full 
today,  as  in  Paul's  day,  with 
persons  who  are  "focused  on 
earthly  things."  Many  who 
claim  to  be  Christians,  even 
Christian  teachers,  take  their 
eyes  off  the  goal  of  Christlike- 
ness  or  use  God's  grace  as  a 
license  to  indulge  their  own 
desires.  "With  tears,"  Paul 
reminded  his  friends  that  such 
persons  are  not  appropriate 

Patterns  for  other  Christians. 

aul  advised  his  friends  to  fol- 
lovv^  him  and  note  others  ^ho 
imitated  him.  Paul  was  imitat¬ 
ing  Christ,  so  other  believers 
could  trust  his  example. 

Whose  lead  are  you  follow¬ 
ing?  Who  is  following  your 
example?  Let  us  all  keep  press¬ 
ing  on  "toward  the  goal  to  win 
the  prize"  for  which  God  has 
called  us  "heavenward  in 
Christ  Jesus"  (3:14). 

Rhoda  Royce  is  a  member  of 
First  Church,  Clinton. 

certain  books  of  the  Bible. 
Granted,  a  book  like  Ezekiel  is 
not  ah  easy  book  to  preach  or 
teach.  Some  parts  are  repeti¬ 
tious;  some  are  graphic  and 
disturbing.  The  book  requires 
some  of  the  creativity  and 
inspiration  that  Ezekiel  had 
when  he  first  preached  this 
Word  of  the  Lord.  We  must  not 
be  guilty  of  disregarding  the 
Word,  and  that  includes  the 
book  of  Ezekiel  and  all  other 
books  of  the  Bible.  This 
"Explore  the  Bible"  series  is  a 
good  way  of  introduction  to 
tne  whole  Word.  More  exposi¬ 
tory  preaching  and  teaching  is 
desperately  needed  in  our 
churches  today. 

4.  Deceitfully  Seeking  the 
Word  (14:4-6) 

Genesis  1:27  tells  us  that 
God  created  man  in  His  own 
image.  An  idol  is  a  god  that 
man  created  from  his  unagina¬ 
tion,  either  physically  or  men¬ 
tally.  The  Word  of  God  exposes 
idolatry  in  the  heart  and  com¬ 
mands  us  to  repent,  turn  from 
the  false  gods  to  the  Tme  God. 

Schuman  is  pastor  of  Hamilton 
Church,  Ashland. 


Guidelines  for  submitting  news  and  photographs 


The  Baptist  Record  is  pleased  to  publish 
news  ana  photographs  of  special  events 
that  take  place  in  cooperating  churches  of 
the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention. 

News  submitted  for  publication  in  The 
Baptist  Record  must  be  either  (a)  typewrit¬ 
ten,  (b)  neatly  printed  on  8  1/2  by  1 1-irKh 
pap>er,  or  (c)  neatly  printed  on  standardized 
forms  provided  by  the  newspaper.  All  arti¬ 
cles  must  be  received  in  writing:  no  articles 
will  be  accepted  over  the  telephone. 

News  may  be  submitted  eleclronically 
to  the  address  below,  and  must  be  con¬ 
tained  in  the  message  segment  of  an  e- 
mail  form.  Due  to  Increasing  virus  threats, 
no  text  attachments  will  oe  accepted. 
Photograph  attachments  are  permissible. 


Please  make  articles  concise.  Include 
the  who,  what,  when,  where  details  of 
the  story,  along  with  a  contact  person's 
address  and  telephone  number. 

Photographs  may  be  color  or  black  and 
white.  Instant  photos  and  digital  printouts 


are  not  reproducible.  Digital  photos  may 
be  used  if  submitted  as  a  JPEG  file  via 
either  (a)  e-mail,  (b)  three-arfo-a-half  inch 
floppy  disk,  or  (c)  CD.  Photos  must  be 
clear,  sharp,  and  well-light^. 

All  news  items  are  subject  to  editing, 


and  all  photographs  are  subject  to  crop¬ 
ping.  Photographs  must  depict  people. 
No  landscape-,  building-,  or  object-only 
photographs  will  be  printed.  News  items 
and/or  photographs  can  be  published 
one  time  only.  Deadline  for  submitting 
news  is  one  week  prior  to  requested  pub¬ 
lication  date. 

Articles  that  are  not  date-sensitive  will 
be  published  on  a  space-available  basis. 
Requests  to  return  photographs  must  be 
accompanied  by  a  self-addressed, 
stamped  envelope. 

Submit  news  and  photographs  to  The 
Baptist  Record,  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson, 
MS  39205-0530.  FAX:  (601)  292-3330. 
E-mail:  baptistrecorcMmbcb.org. 


V. 


summer 


Bible  club 
denial  draws 
lawsuit  1 

A  federal  lawsuit  has  been 
filed  on  behalf  of  a 
Knoxville,  Tenn.,  student 
who  allegedly  was  told  he 
could  not  hold  an  informal 
Bible  club  during  recess.  The 
suit  was  filed  June  1  by  the 
Alliance.  Defense  Fund 
(ADF)  on  behalf  of  10-year-, 
old  student  Luke  Whitson,  a 
fourth-grader  at  Karns 
Elementary  School. 

"The  Constitution  says 
•yes'  to  Bible  reading  and 
discussion  outside  of  class 
time,"  ADF  attorney  Nate 
Kellum  said  in  a  news 
release.  "Recess  is  non- 
instructional  time  regardless 
of  how  the  school  system 
tries  to  characterize  it  after 
the  fact." 

The  Alliance  Defense 
Fund  said  it  was  unable  to 
resolve  the  issue  with  school 
officials,  forcing  the  lawsuit. 
It  was  filed  in  the  U.S. 
District  Court  for  the  Eastern 
District  of  Tennessee. 

School  officials  have  said 
recess  is  not  "free  time"  and 
that  Bible  study  is  allowed 
"outside  the  classroom  envi¬ 
ronment,"  according  to  the 
Knoxville  New's-Sentinel. 


HATTIESBURG,  Ms.  (Special)  — 
Summer  enrollment  is  up  by  113  stu¬ 
dents  at  Baptist-affiliated  William 
Carey  College  (WCC)  in  Hattiesburg 
in  comparison  with  a  year  ago,  for  a 
total  ot  2,266  students.  The  mcrease 
is  387o  higher  than  the  summer 
enrollment  in  2000. 

One  area  seeing  an  increase  is 
the  WCC  School  of  Education. 
"Our  d^artment  is  experiencing 
growth  for  several  reasons,  inclucl- 
mg  a  new  state  of  the  art  learning 
facility  and  recognition  by  the  State 
Department  of  Education  as  a  qual¬ 
ity  educational  experience  for  stu¬ 
dents,"  said  Barry  Moms,  chair  of 
the  WCC  education  !  department 
and  professor  of  education. 

"Students  recognize  we  are  on 
the  cutting  edge  of  21st  century 
■  pedagogy  and  oiir  advisors  build 
long  term  relationships  with 
those  students  both  uncfergradu- 
ate  and  graduate,"  he  said. 

The  Jody  and  Nancy  Fail 
School  of  Nursing  saw  an 
increase  in  summer  enrollment  as 
well.  "Bottom  line  —  we  have 
competitive  admission  with  high 
standards,  excellent  faculty,  a 
challenging  curriculum,  and 
strong  administrative  support," 
said  Mary  Stewart,  dean  of  the 
school  of  nursing.  "Consequently 
our  graduates  do  well  on  the 
NCLEX-RN  exam  and  are  in  high 
demand,  meeting  the  needs  of 
many  healthcare  communities." 

The  School  of  Nursing  achieved 
a  94%  pass  rate  (combined  pass 
rate  for  all  three  campuses; 
Hattiesburg,  Gulfport,  anci  New 
Orleans)  on  the  National  Council 
Licen^fel&xam  in  2004,  and  began 
a  new  master  of  science  in  nursing 
program  on  the  Gulfport  campus. 


CHECKING  RESULTS  —  Patricia  Ward  (standing,  left), 
dean  and  professor  of  the  William  Carey  College  (WCC) 
School  of  Education;  Missy  Johnson  (seated,  left),  a  graduate 
student  from  Laurel;  Kelly  Ray  (seated,  right),  a  graduate  stu¬ 
dent  also  from  Laurel;  and  Barry  Morris,  chair  and  assistant 
professor  of  education  at  WCC,  work  in  the  education 
departmeot.comptiter  lab.  Both  Johnson  and  Ray  are  master 
of  elementary  ecTucation  majors.  (BR  special  photo) 


Improvements  to  the  physical 
facilities  on  the  Hattiesourg, 
Gulfport,  and  New  Orleans  cam¬ 
puses  likely  contributed  to  the 
enrollment  increase.  The 
Hattiesburg  campus  has  seen  a 
number  of  renovations  and  expan¬ 
sions  in  2004-05,  including  new 
intTcimural  and  soccer  fields,  a  base¬ 
ball  and  softball  complex,  wrought 
iron  fencing,  exterior  Williamsburg 
light  posts,  a  basketball  gym  reno¬ 
vation,  and  dedication  offhe  newly 
constructed  Lorena  Roseberry 
Smith  Hall  which  houses  the  School 
of  Education  and  some  of  the 
newest  teaching  technology. 

Construction  is  currently 
underway  on  Donnell  Hall,  which 
will  house  the  Center  for  the  Study 
of  the  Life  and  Work  of  William 
Carey,  the  Christian  missionary 
after  whom  the  college  is  named. 
The  Center  will  include  artifacts, 
books,  and  other  paraphernalia  on 
the  history  of  Carey's  work  in 
India  and  will  serve  as  a  center  for 
scholarly  research. 

WCC  is  owned  and  operated  by 
the  Mississippi  Baptist  Com'ention 
(MBC)  and  governed  by  a  board  of 
trustees.  Omer  colleges  affiliated 
with  MBC  are  Mississippi  College  in 
Clinton  and  Blue  Mountain  College 
in  Blue  Movmtain. 

William  Carey  College  was 
founded  in  1906  and  will  celebrate 
its  100th  anniversary  in  year-long 
events  beginning  at  Homecoming 
in  January  2006.  The  theme  will 
[  be.  Celebrating  Our  Past; 
'  Embracing  Our  Future.  ‘ 

I  For  more  information,  contact 
the  school  at  498  Tuscan  Avenue, 
'  Hatttiesburg,  MS  39401. 
^  Telephone:  (601)  381-6051.  Web 
site:  www.wmcarev.edu. 


Chaplain:  memorials  'toughest  part'  of  ministry 


It  I  s  s  I  s  s  I  r  r  I 

BAPTISTS 


BIRMINGHAM,  Ala.  (BP)  —  each  one  of  us  growing  in  our 
Ernie  Carroll's  life  now  has  two  understanding  and  relationship 
time  frames:  "before  Baghdad"  to  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 
or  "after  Baghdad."  Q:  What  was  the  toughest 

Carroll,  director  of  missions  part  about  serving  in  Iraq? 
for  Friendship  Association  in  A;  The  memorial  services 
Alabama,  returned  this  spring  were  the  toughest  part  of  being  a 
from  a  J3-niQnth  deployment  chaplain.  I  conducted  five 
to  Iraq  as  a  chaplain  in  the  Ala-  memorial  services  for  sevgn  ^1- 
bama  Army  National  Guard.  diers  and  one  civilian.  My  fi'rst 
"I  am  still  in  the  process  of  service  was  in  late  June  after 
discovering  how  this  life-  arriving  in  March  [2004],  and  my 
changing  event  has  changed  last  service  was  one  week  before 
me,"  Carroll  said  in  an  inter-  I  left.  My  role  was  to  minister  to 
view  with  The  Alabama  Baptist  the  fellow  soldiers  at  the  time  of 
after  his  return.  In  a  question-  death  and  to  captivate  in  words 
and-answer  session,  Carroll  the  meaning  of  the  ultimate  sac- 
talked  about  his  experiences.  rifice  made  for  our  country.  I 
Q:  What  was  it  like  to  n^ver  lost  sight  of  the  loss  that 
serve  in  Iraq?  parents,  spouses,  and  children 

A:  One  day  1  was  in  the  were  experiencing  back  here  in 
Friendship  Baptist  Association  the  States.  The  human  dimen- 
visiting  churches;  the  next  I  was  sion  of  their  sacrifices  was  tough 
being  mortared,  shot  at  and  to  capture  in  words,  but  my 
rocketed.  I  taught  Bible  study  main  focus  was  the  Lord  Jesus 
every  Wednesdav  night  and  Christ  and  His  help  as  comforter, 
preached  every  Su'ndav  night  as  Q:  What  is  the  greatest  need 
well  as  some  on  Sunday  mom-  soldiers  have,  and  how  can 
ing.  It  was  very  much  pastoral  Alabama  Baptists  meet  it? 
ministry'  in  the  tmest  sense  of  A:  Each  soldier  needs  prayer 
the  word,  but  in  this  case,  I  and  they  need  to  know  that  wu 
knew  that  there  were  people  are  praying  for  them,  "me 
who  wanted  to  kill  the  mem-  prayers  of  Alabama  Baptists 
bers  of  my  congregation.  That  were  effective  and  used^  God 
knowledge  affected  sermon  for  me  and  my  ministry.  The  cor- 
preparation.  I  approached  my  porate  prayers  of  Chnstians  are 
ministry'  with  the  intention  of  the  greatest  resource  deployed 


soldiers  have  available.  We  need 
to  remember  in  prayer  the  fami¬ 
lies  of  those  soldiers  who  have 
given  the  ultimate  sacrifice  and 
not  let  their  serv’ice  be  forgotten. 

Q;  What  were  some  of  the 
ways  churches  ministered  to 
deployed  soldiers? 

A:  The  churches  sent-  care 
packages,  phone  cards,  and 
prayer  notes.  We  were  all  on 
the  Wednesday  night  prayer 
lists,  and  we  knew  we  were 
being  kept  before  God  by 
Christian  people  at  Wednesday 
night  prayer  meetings. 

Q:  How  did  those  min¬ 
istries  affect  the  soldiers? 

A;  It  told  the  soldiers  they 
were  not  forgotten  and  that  they 
were  supported  back  home.  By 
taking  tne  time  and  money  to 
send  care  packages,  the  church¬ 
es  were  saying,  "We  remember 
you  and  we  care."  It  made  my 
work  as  a  chaplain  more  effec¬ 
tive,  because  i  had  something 
tangible  to  place  in  the  hands  of 
the  soldiers.  It  became  a  min¬ 
istry  of  care  and  comfort. 

Q:  How  does  it  feel  to  be 
home? 

A:  My  sister  asked  me  if  I 
was  going  to  kiss  the  ground 
when  I  got  back  to  Fort 
Benning  [near  Columbus, 
Ga.J.  I  said,  "No,  but  I  will 


when  I  get  back  home!"  It  is 
great  to  Be  home.  I  have  had  a 
month  of  accrued  leave  from 
the  military,  and  my  wife  has 
taken  a  month  away  from  her 
work  for  us  to  be  together. 
Our  children  had  [spring 
break]  from  college  and  high 
school  soon  after  I  arrived 
home,  and  we*  were  able^to 
vacation  together.  We  have  all 
needed  this  time  to  be  togeth¬ 
er  as  a  family  and  reconnect 
with  ourselves  and  each 
other.  I  feel  a  tremendous 
sense  of  accomplishment  in 
doing  what  God  called  me  to 
do  in  Iraq  with  soldiers  in  a 
combat  setting. 

Q:  How  are  you  different? 

A;  I  am  a  combat  veteran.  1 
understand  what  my  dad 
experienced  as  a  combat  vet¬ 
eran  in  Korea.  My  deploy¬ 
ment  to  Baghdad,  Iraq,  was  a 
life-changing  event.  Probably 
everything  in  my  life  will  be 
referenced  to  as  "that  was 
'before  Baghdad'  or  that  was 
'after  Baghdad.'"  I  am  still  in 
the  process  of  discovering 
how  this  life-changing  event 
has  changed  me.  I  nave  a 
deep  appreciation  for  free¬ 
dom.  Having  fought  for  free¬ 
dom,  I  view  It  differently  than 
I  did  before. 
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